PRESS KIT
Women: a success story
WORLDwrite’s new film Women: a success story – a
liberating tale for a new generation documents the
great advances of the past 100 years and celebrates
women as equals in the West today. Confronting
contemporary myths and prejudices that suggest the
world is awash with predators, misogyny and
discrimination, forty women give us a fresh
perspective, tell us we have nothing to fear and can
do anything.
From across the generations, they share their life
stories, what they overcame and what’s changed.
Interwoven with original archive footage, we learn of
women in the cotton mills, life during the war, the
1984 miners’ strike, from outdoor loos, terry nappies
and illegal abortions to pre-marital sex, freedom and
making it in what was once a man’s world.
Inspired by Joanna Williams’ book, Women Vs
Feminism, the film proves women have indeed made
it and made it happen. This film urges us to revel in
our progress and do it with men not against them.
Ceri Dingle, WORLDwrite’s Director says:
“When you have spent your life fighting for equality, it
is a hard thing to stop, take stock, and realise women
have made it, at least in the West. It’s important too,
as the gender wars stop us addressing real social
issues and fighting together for a better future for
everyone. We hope a younger generation will listen to
the wise words passed down the generations
represented in this film. Perpetuating a culture of
victimhood, will help no one and understanding the
past may help us shake that off if we want to shape
the future.”
Having been trained from scratch by WORLDwrite and
its Citizen TV station WORLDbytes to shoot, research
and present, over 100 volunteers have been the
backbone of this ambitious production. From
transcribing to archive to camera work, this film was a
collective effort which involved much learning for
everyone along the way.
WORLDwrite's film would not have been possible
without the support and sponsorship by numerous
individuals and grant support from the Heritage
Lottery Fund, Youth Social Action and Jack Petchey
Foundation.

Special thanks goes to the Parliamentary Archives, the
Women's Library – LSE, Emerald Publishing Limited,
Voice & Vote: Women's Place in Parliament
exhibition, Dream Street Models & Events, Nail
Emporium in Hackney and Joanna Williams, whose
book Women Vs Feminism inspired this film.

For more information and interviews contact:
Ceri Dingle at world.write@btconnect.com
Tel: +44 (0)20 8985 5435
The charity’s website is available at
www.worldbytes.org

Notes to editors
WORLDwrite is a registered charity, no. 1060869. The
charity has an open door policy and encourages allcomers to get involved and recognise there are no
limits to what’s possible. WORLDwrite runs the award
winning online Citizen TV channel WORLDbytes that
champions quality citizen reporting and provides free
film training to make this possible. For more general
information, please visit www.worldbytes.org

Synopses
Short Synopsis (50 words)
WORLDwrite’s liberating new film documents the
great advances of the past 100 years and celebrates
women as equals in the West today. Confronting
contemporary myths and prejudices, forty women
across the generations give us a fresh perspective.
They tell us we have nothing to fear and can do
anything.

Medium Synopsis (100 words)
WORLDwrite’s liberating new film documents the
great advances of the past 100 years and celebrates
women as equals in the West today. Confronting
contemporary myths and prejudices that suggest the
world is awash with predators, misogyny and
discrimination, forty women give us a fresh
perspective. They tell us we have nothing to fear and
can do anything.
From across the generations, they share their life
stories, what they overcame and what’s changed.
Interwoven with original archive footage, this film
urges us to revel in our progress and do it with men
not against them.

Long Synopsis (500 words)
WORLDwrite’s new film Women: a success story – a
liberating tale for a new generation documents the
great advances of the past 100 years and celebrates
women as equals in the West today. Confronting
contemporary myths and prejudices that suggest the
world is awash with predators, misogyny and
discrimination, forty women give us a fresh
perspective, tell us we have nothing to fear and can
do anything.
From across the generations, they share their life
stories, what they overcame and what’s changed.
Interwoven with original archive footage, we learn of
women in the cotton mills, life during the war, the
1984 miners’ strike, from outdoor loos, terry nappies
and illegal abortions to pre-marital sex, freedom and
making it in what was once a man’s world.
Inspired by Joanna Williams’ book, Women Vs
Feminism, the film proves women have indeed made
it and made it happen. This film urges us to revel in
our progress and do it with men not against them.
Ceri Dingle, the director, adds: “When you have spent
your life fighting for equality, it is a hard thing to stop,
take stock and realise women have made it, at least in
the West. It’s important too, as the gender wars now
hold us back from addressing real social issues and
fighting for a better future for everyone. We hope a
younger generation will listen to the wise words
passed down the generations represented in this film
and stop looking for problems where they don’t exist.
Perpetuating a culture of victimhood, will help no one
and understanding the past may help us shake that off
if we want to shape the future.”
Constructed as a timeline, the film takes us from the
past to the present, as generations of engaging and
inspiring women aged 90 to 16 elaborate on their
experience of life’s stages. From growing up to dating
to education, work, child care and home life to
equality now, the stories they share are revealing.
Their thoughts on feminism are illuminating too and
the film’s brief foray into political campaigns
extraordinary. Punctuated with legal changes and
commentary from author Joanna Williams and
archivist Dr Mari Takayanagi, we gain an
understanding of history and progress.
At a picnic in Victoria Park, in East London, the site of
suffragette Sylvia Pankhurst’s Citizen army, Joanna
helps us understand the vital gains of the sexual

revolution, tells us women had to get their husbands’
permission to take the contraceptive pill and
recommends respecting an older generation of
women who fought for our freedom.
Peppered with individual success stories from Nadine
Strossen, first female president of the ACLU to Ivana
Habazin World middle weight champion boxer, we
learn that today, everything is possible. All that holds
us back is a narrative that tells us life is particularly
difficult for women.
The film was a collective effort by over 100 volunteer
researchers, transcribers, presenters and camera
operators alongside the expertise of contributors.

Production Information
Title: Women: a success story – a liberating tale for a
new generation
Format: Shot in UHD and mastered in 1080p
(Available as MPEG4 and DVD)
Aspect ratio: 16:9 with 4:3 archive
Editing: AVID Media Composer 2018
Completion: October 2018
Country of production: UK
Classification: E
This film was produced by and belongs to the UK
education charity WORLDwrite.
Charity Registration Number: 1060869
WORLDwrite Centre
Millfields Lodge
201 Millfields Road
London, E5 0AL
Tel: +44 (0)20 8985 5435
Email: world.write@btconnect.com
Website : www.worldbytes.org

CREDITS
This film was crowd-funded, crowd-featured and
crowd-filmed.
Directed and edited by Ceri Dingle
Produced by Marisa Pereira

Contributors
Elsie Hallsworth Age: 90 Born: 1928
Retired political activist.
Pauline Mackay Age: 86 Born: 1932
Former history teacher and tenant farmer, mother of
four, two stepdaughters and eleven grandchildren.
Brenda Sawkill Age: 84 Born: 1933
Retired maths teacher, proud mother of three,
grandmother of seven and wife of one.
Margaret Ely Age: 69 Born: 1949
Spent her life challenging inequality and has enabled
the possibility of change for her children and through
them for future generations.
Shirley Lawes Age: 68 Born: 1950
Education researcher, consultant and university
teacher, specialising in modern foreign languages at
the University College London Institute of Education.
Nadine Strossen Age: 68 Born: 1950
Leading human rights champion, first female
President of the world’s largest, oldest civil liberties
organization: the American Civil Liberties Union.
Bríd Hehir Age: 66 Born: 1952
Retired nurse and health service manager. She
engages critically with the shifting terms of debate
around FGM via her Shifting Sands blog.
Carole Sherwood Age: 65 Born: 1953
Clinical psychologist who advocates listening carefully
to alternative viewpoints and questioning received
wisdom. Wolf-whistles, though unlikely, are
welcome.
Pauline Hadaway Age: 62 Born: 1955
Has worked in arts and education since 1990 and is
co-founder of The Liverpool Salon, which organises
public debates on a range of topics.
Janet Roberts Age: 61 Born: 1957
Mainstay of her family, working throughout
adulthood, a mum to two daughters and now nana to
three grandchildren.
Ginny Hume Age: 59 Born: 1959
Has spent 20 years working in, running and
commissioning services for older people in Inner
London local authorities.
Ann Furedi Age: 58 Born: 1960
Chief Executive Officer of British Pregnancy Advisory
Service, a not-for-profit abortion provider. She has

been a pro-choice advocate since her student days
and is author of The Moral Case for Abortion, which is
about to be published in its 2nd edition.
Jane Sandeman Age: 56 Born: 1962
Charity finance Director and convenor of the IOI's
Parents Forum.
Jane Turner Age: 56 Born: 1962
Freelance proof-reader. She is a former civil servant,
secondary school teacher and tutor in adult and
further education.
Hilary Salt Age: 55 Born: 1963
Founder of First Actuarial LLP and has two grown up
sons, a lovingly tended garden, a VW campervan and
a season ticket to Old Trafford.
Kate Abley Age: 54 Born: 1964
Has worked at a few things but spent most of her life
teaching and promoting outdoor play opportunities
for children and young people.
Karen Wilcox Age: 53 Born: 1965
A model based in the Midlands.
Alison Small Age: 52 Born: 1965
CEO of the Production Guild of Great Britain, a
professional membership organisation representing
the interests of production management in the UK
feature film and TV Drama industries.
Helene Guldberg Age: 52 Born: 1965
Dr Guldberg is Associate Lecturer in psychology with
the Open University and author of Reclaiming
Childhood: Freedom and Play in an Age of Fear and
Just Another Ape?.
Saira Law Age: 51 Born: 1966
Has been involved for over thirty five years in
community and political projects. She struggles and is
propelled by wanting more equality and freedom.
Sally Millard Age: 50 Born: 1967
A Head of Finance in London.
Rosie Cuckston Age: 50 Born: 1967
Organiser of the Birmingham Salon since 2013 and
prior to that she was the lead singer in Brummie
experimental pop outfit Pram for 17 years, releasing
records on Domino and Too Pure and touring in
Europe and the US.
Viv Regan Age: 50 Born: 1968
Managing editor of the online magazine spiked

Sharron Foster Age: 47 Born: 1971
Sharron juggles jobs as a jewellery designer and
beauty therapist, while raising her six-year-old son.
She has decided to try her hand as a plus-size model.

Marisa Pereira Age: 29 Born: 1989
Born in Portugal and now assistant director of the UK
education charity WORLDwrite, which runs the
pioneering Citizen TV station WORLDbytes.

Mally Best Age: 45 Born: 1973
General manager at Carringtons Catering and has
worked in a variety of highly renowned Liverpool
restaurants and global hotels, as well as developing
her our own eatery in the famous Left Bank in
Allerton.

Ivana Habazin Age: 28 Born: 1989
Current IBO world middleweight champion and
former IBF world welterweight champion. She also
has a master’s degree in theology.

Stacie Johnson Age: 42 Born: 1976
Saturday girl at 13, to company secretary of an import
company presently and much more in between. Mum
of a high achieving sportsman.
Charlotte Moretto Age: 41 Born: 1977
Barrister specialising in the field of personal injury
law. She is also a Director of Chaptercare Limited,
which operates a residential care home in East
Yorkshire.
Protected identity Age: 40 Born: 1977
Grew up in Eritrea, protected identity due to some
nasty people hounding her.
Frankie Anderson Age: 33 Born: 1984
Doctor; currently working in South East London as a
Psychiatrist. Her background however is medicine
which she plans to go back to. She enjoys politics,
theatre and reading.
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Ella Whelan Age: 26 Born: 1991
Author of What Women Want and a freelance
journalist covering freedom, feminism and other
political F words.
Paige Aitken Age: 22 Born: 1996
Combines her full-time office job as a customer
support executive at Monarch Aircraft Engineering,
with work as a promotional model at race events and
trade shows.
Evelyn Tedrick Age: 21 Born: 1997
Geography student at the University of Oregon, USA.
Caroline Cafasso Age: 21 Born: 1997
Student in film & television at Boston University in
Boston, Massachusetts, USA.
Isabel Hume Age: 19 Born: 1999
An art history student who is interested in politics.
Millie Small Age: 16 Born: 2002
Studies performing arts at Bodens College in Barnet.
She lives in London and is interested in understanding
the world around her while pursuing her love of
performing.

Publicity design
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Editing assistants
Fraser Myers
Hleb Voukau

For assisting with this
film special thanks go
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Nail Emporium in Hackney
Dream Street Models
Voice & Vote: Women's Place
in Parliament Exhibition
The Women's Library – LSE
Emerald Publishing Limited
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Casey Hawkins
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Curtis Proverbs
Dan Omnes
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Elisha Thomas
Elizabeth Rankin
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Ewan Turner
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Funmi Animasaun
Gabi Spangenthal
Gabriela Vitkowski
George O'Connor
Georgina Sullivan
Giacomo Porro
Grace Blick
Greta Kriauciunaite
Hleb Voukau
Ignatius Hillcoat-Nalletamby
Isabel Hume
James McGrail
Jennie Wright
Jennifer Rygalska
Jeremy Lacher
Jess Gell
Jodie Grant
Jonah Wood
Joshua Carlisle
Kara Wong
Karina Gamez
Kerry Hargadon
Leo Wood
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Liliana Afonso

Lizzie Teixeira
Lorraine Thomas
Louis Rosenberg
Lydia McDermott
Marina Kopf
Marjan Oloumi
Molly Garfoot
Najma Morad
Nana Henebeng
Nana Opoku
Naomi Smith
Nausheen Raja
Ornella Mutoni
Oxana Kiryashoff
Paola Bersi
Phyl Thomas
Rami Abbas
Renata Torok
Rob Harris
Roberta Hunter-Henderson
Rosa Dodd
Ruth Eghagha
Sabrina Duffy
Sageeba Jeyasingam
Samantha Habazin
Satvinder Bahra
Seren John-Wood
Sharon Natt
Silvio Ugarelli
Simona Vilidaite
Vivita Sequeira
Zainab Abrar

COMMENTARY
Dr Joanna Williams Head of Education and Culture at Policy Exchange and Associate Editor of
Spiked. Former Director of the Centre for the Study of Higher Education at the University of Kent.
Author of Women vs Feminism, the book which inspired this film plus Academic Freedom in an Age
of Conformity and Consuming Higher Education why learning can’t be bought.
Dr Mari Takayanagi Senior Archivist at the Parliamentary Archives and historian with a particular
interest in women & Parliament in the early 20th century. Co-Curator Voice & Vote: Women's Place
in Parliament exhibition - UK Parliament.

Contributors from diverse backgrounds, who feature in Women: a success story are
detailed here and form a timeline in the film documenting the great strides made
towards equality.

Elsie Hallsworth Age: 90 Born: 1928
Retired political activist.

Pauline Mackay Age: 86 Born: 1932
Former history teacher and
tenant farmer, mother of four,
two stepdaughters and eleven
grandchildren.

Shirley Lawes Age: 68 Born: 1950
Education researcher, consultant
and university teacher, specialising
in modern foreign languages at the
University College London Institute
of Education.

Nadine Strossen Age: 68 Born: 1950
Leading human rights champion,
first female President of the
world’s largest, oldest civil liberties
organization: the American Civil
Liberties Union.

Bríd Hehir Age: 66 Born: 1952
Retired nurse and health service
manager. She engages critically with
the shifting terms of debate around
FGM via her Shifting Sands blog.

Carole Sherwood Age: 65 Born: 1953
Clinical psychologist who advocates
listening carefully to alternative
viewpoints and questioning received
wisdom. Wolf-whistles, though
unlikely, are welcome.

Pauline Hadaway Age: 62 Born: 1955
Has worked in arts and education
since 1990 and is co-founder of The
Liverpool Salon, which organises
public debates on a range of topics.

Janet Roberts Age: 61 Born: 1957
Mainstay of her family, working
throughout adulthood, a mum to two
daughters and now nana to three
grandchildren.

Ginny Hume Age: 59 Born: 1959
Has spent 20 years working in,
running and commissioning services
for older people in Inner London local
authorities.

Ann Furedi Age: 58 Born: 1960
CEO of BPAS, a not-for-profit abortion
provider. She has been a pro-choice
advocate since her student days
and is author of The Moral Case for
Abortion.

Jane Sandeman Age: 56 Born: 1962
Charity finance Director and convenor
of the Academy of Ideas Parents
Forum.

Jane Turner Age: 56 Born: 1962
Freelance proof-reader. She is a
former civil servant, secondary school
teacher and tutor in adult and further
education.

Hilary Salt Age: 55 Born: 1963
Founder of First Actuarial LLP and has
two grown up sons, a lovingly tended
garden, a VW campervan and
a season ticket to Old Trafford.

Kate Abley Age: 54 Born: 1964
Has worked at a few things but
spent most of her life teaching and
promoting outdoor play opportunities
for children and young people.

Karen Wilcox Age: 53 Born: 1965
A model based in the Midlands.

Brenda Sawkill Age: 84 Born: 1933
Retired maths teacher, proud mother
of three, grandmother of seven and
wife of one.

Alison Small Age: 52 Born: 1965
CEO of the Production Guild of Great
Britain, a membership organisation
representing the interests of
production management in the UK
feature film and TV Drama industries.
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Helene Guldberg Age: 52 Born: 1965
Dr Guldberg is Associate Lecturer in
psychology with the Open University
and author of Reclaiming
Childhood: Freedom and Play in an
Age of Fear and Just Another Ape?

Margaret Ely Age: 69 Born: 1949
Spent her life challenging inequality
and has enabled the possibility of
change for her children and through
them for future generations.

Saira Law Age: 51 Born: 1966
Has been involved for over thirty five
years in community and political
projects. She struggles and is
propelled by wanting more equality
and freedom.

Sally Millard Age: 50 Born: 1967
A Head of Finance in London.

Rosie Cuckston Age: 50 Born: 1967
Organiser of the Birmingham Salon.
Prior to that she was lead singer
in experimental pop outfit Pram
releasing on Domino and Too Pure
and touring in Europe and the US.

Viv Regan Age: 50 Born: 1968
Managing editor of the online
magazine spiked.

Sharron Foster Age: 47 Born: 1971
Sharron juggles jobs as a jewellery
designer and beauty therapist, while
raising her six-year-old son. She has
decided to try her hand as a plus-size
model.

Mally Best Age: 45 Born: 1973
General manager at Carringtons
Catering and has worked in renowned
restaurants and hotels, as well as
developing her our own eatery in the
Left Bank in Allerton.

Stacie Johnson Age: 42 Born: 1976
Saturday girl at 13, to company
secretary of an import company
presently and much more in between.
Mum of a high achieving sportsman.

Charlotte Moretto Age: 41 Born: 1977
Barrister specialising in the field
of personal injury law. She is also
a Director of Chaptercare Limited,
which operates a residential care
home in East Yorkshire.

Protected identity Age: 40 Born: 1977
Grew up in Eritrea, protected identity
due to some nasty people hounding
her.

Frankie Anderson Age: 33 Born: 1984
Doctor; currently working in South
East London as a Psychiatrist. Her
background however is medicine
which she plans to go back to. She
enjoys politics, theatre and reading.

Marisa Pereira Age: 29 Born: 1989
Born in Portugal and now assistant
director of the UK education
charity WORLDwrite, which runs
the pioneering Citizen TV station
WORLDbytes.

Ivana Habazin Age: 28 Born: 1989
Current IBO world middleweight
champion and former IBF world
welterweight champion. She also
has a master’s degree in theology.

Ella Whelan Age: 26 Born: 1991
Author of What Women Want and a
freelance journalist covering freedom,
feminism and other political F words.

Paige Aitken Age: 22 Born: 1996
Combines her full-time job at
Monarch Aircraft Engineering, with
work as a promotional model at race
events and trade shows.

Evelyn Tedrick Age: 21 Born: 1997
Geography student at the University
of Oregon, USA.

Caroline Cafasso Age: 21 Born: 1997
Student in film & television at Boston
University in Boston, Massachusetts,
USA.

Isabel Hume Age: 19 Born: 1999
An art history student who is
interested in politics.

Millie Small Age: 16 Born: 2002
Studies performing arts at Bodens
College in Barnet. She lives in London
and is interested in understanding the
world around her while pursuing her
love of performing.

Author Joanna Williams provides
commentary during the film at a
picnic with volunteers in Victoria
Park in Bow, the site where Sylvia
Pankhurst set up her Citizen’s Army.

Parliamentary Archivist Mari
Takayanagi provides a brief overview
of developments in parliament in the
film and legal milestones on the road
to equality.
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