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The trustees present their report along 
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WORLDwrite 
Structure, governance and management

The trustees who held office during the financial year 
are set out on page 1. The trust deed provides for a 
minimum of 3 trustees. When there is a requirement for 
new trustees, these are identified and appointed by the 
remaining trustees. Over the past year the charity  
was administered by a management committee 
comprising of:
Toby Marshall ..................................................................Trustee and Chair

Kirk Leech .......................................................................................Trustee

Dr Shirley Lawes .............................................................................Trustee

Ceri Dingle........................................................ Director & Acting Treasurer

Steve Daley............................................... ............................Camera Tutor

Marisa Pereira............................................................Volunteer Coordinator

Andrew Hirst.............................................. ...........................Camera Tutor 

Graham Barnfield..............................................................Education Officer

Carol Dodsworth................................................... Volunteer Representative

Rob Harris..................................................CLR James Project Coordinator

Sadhvi Sharma..........................................................Global Correspondent

Stuart Simpson......................................................................... Accountant

Colin Streater......................................................................... Photographer

Nathalie Theobald...................................................................... Film Maker

Rossa Minogue............................................................................. Producer

Viv Regan ....................................................................................... Advisor

The trustees annually review the 
risks that the charity faces. These 
include areas of risk relating to 
employing staff, the involvement 
of volunteers and work with 
young people to ensure best 
practice procedures, policies 
and insurance cover. The charity 
undertakes this review annually 
and takes steps to lessen any 
strategic or operational risks.

History, objectives, activities  
of the trust and public benefit
WORLDwrite’s first youth programmes took place in 
1994. The charity was officially constituted under a 
trust deed dated the 13th day of February 1997 and 
awarded charitable status on the 21st February 1997. 
The charity gained DfES recognition as an NVYO 
(National Voluntary Youth Organisation) in January 
1999 and United Nations DPI accreditation as an NGO 
in December 1999.
The objects of the charity are to advance the education 
of young people between the ages of 13 and 25 
inclusive, particularly by way of international exchanges 
and tours, in subjects such as history, geography, 
politics, international affairs, culture, languages, in 
interpersonal relationships and practical life skills so as 
to assist young persons in growing to full maturity as 
individuals and as members of society.
As trustees we confirm WORLDwrite has complied 
with the duty in section 4 of the Charities Act 2006, 
with the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 

of 2008 and Charities Act of 2011 to have due regard 
to the Charity Commission’s general guidance on 
charities and public benefit, when exercising any 
powers or duties to which the guidance is relevant.
WORLDwrite’s charitable objects are enshrined within 
its governing documents and the trustees ensure that 
these are carried out for public benefit through:

p the maintenance of the charity’s unique ‘open door’ 
volunteer-learner policy to ensure access for all;

p providing free film and digital media training to 
young people who could not otherwise afford it;

p developing Citizen TV makers through the 
production of alternative programmes for the 
charity’s award winning online School of Citizen 
TV, WORLDbytes;

p assisting young people to develop new skills 
and knowledge, to access the world of work, 
to become active citizens and to use their 
own concerns and ideas to develop educative 
programmes;

p developing and disseminating media-
based educational projects which challenge 
contemporary prejudice and stereotypes;

p promoting local and global understanding and 
the advancement of new knowledge to the wider 
world through programme making, exchange 
partnerships, documentaries and events;

p encouraging young people and volunteers to 
assist their peers locally and globally.

Historically, the charity has run global youth exchange 
programmes and educational projects often reporting 
back ‘on film’. While maintaining global partners, 
its global reach and internationalist principles, 
the charity gradually evolved to become the film-
focussed educational entity it is today. Today, the 
charity endeavours to realise its charitable objectives 
by providing free film and media training and by 
supporting young people (which the charity refers to as 
volunteer-learners) to produce alternative programmes 
for broadcast on WORLDbytes, the charity’s online 
Citizen TV channel. The charity also produces filmed 
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Our successful film training programmes combine 
intensive learning with practical shoots for actual 
programmes, reports and documentaries. The charity 
directly benefits hundreds of people each year through 
its programmes and educational resources, including 
free film training. Indirectly the charity’s work reaches 
many thousands more through its online Citizen TV 
station and the programmes it creates.
Over the past year the charity worked to realise its 
public benefit commitment by fulfilling the following 
aims as set out in the previous year’s annual report, 
these were:

1.  To continue to develop its Citizen TV channel 
WORLDbytes and provide further free training to 
individuals and groups, through the development 
and delivery of quality volunteer-learner 
opportunities in Citizen TV making and the 
production of programmes.

2.  To ensure WORLDbytes continues to give voice 
to alternative views and benefit the public through 
exploring challenging ideas and disseminating 
programmes which advance fresh thinking and 
are of educational benefit.

3.  To assist unemployed young volunteer-learners 
with work experience opportunities, references 
and credits.

4.  To work with volunteer-learners, to further the 
development of a knowledge portal and ultimately 
a feature length documentary on the life and 
works of CLR James.

5.  To ensure further funding is secured to 
provde quality training and volunteer-learning 
opportunities supported by professional staff.

6.  To continue financial support to WORLDwrite’s 
Ghanaian partners.

7.  To raise funds to upgrade film equipment, 
improve premises and to develop a small reserve.

The charity’s achievements in pursuing these aims over 
the year may be summarised as follows:

Aims and achievements  
of the past year

works for specific educational documentary projects. 
Over the past year the charity has also developed 
partnerships to provide more opportunties for young 
volunteer-learners to improve their future prospects 
and to access work opportunties through CV 
workshops, taster sessions, talks and master-classes.

Over the past year WORLDwrite has had a small 
paid staff team consisting of one Director, a Volunteer 
Production Coordinator, a part-time Digital Promotions-
Administrative Assistant, assisted internships and 
a large number of volunteers with lead roles and a 
direct say in the running of all projects. The charity 
has a pool of peripatetic tutors – experts in all aspects 
of video and filmmaking. We now have 10 DVCAM 
cameras (6 of which can film in HD - ready for future 
wholesale upgrade to HD), 7 AVID editing suites, 
capacity to live stream, a dedicated studio complete 
with sound proofing, blue screen back drop, autocue, 
sound mixer, a large screen for viewings and teaching, 
a projector and marquees for outdoor events and 
shoots.

1. To continue to develop its Citizen TV 
channel WORLDbytes and provide 
further free training to individuals and 
groups, through the development and 
delivery of quality volunteer-learner 
opportunities in Citizen TV making and 
the production of programmes.

Over the period from November 2014 to October 
2015, the charity provided six-week volunteer-learner 
packages and shorter intensive training packages to 
over 346 young people and older citizens from diverse 
backgrounds. These professional training packages 
encompass all elements of Citizen TV making and 
produce quality programmes in the process. Volunteer-
learners receive free training and support in: research; 
audience targeting; professional camerawork; sound; 
lighting; studio and location shooting; interview 
technique; presenting; autocue use and digital 
marketing alongside discussion of contemporary 
issues under-represented in the mainstream media.

Having completed a volunteer-learner package, many 
continue to volunteer with the charity to refine their 
promotional, camera, research or presentation skills. 
We also encourage those who want to, to take on 
whole programmes, develop fresh ideas and assist 
newcomers. Throughout their time working with 
us and beyond, we consciously assist individuals’ 
advancement in whatever field they hope to pursue. 
We ensure they are credited, provide references and 
recommendations. Many of our volunteer-learner 

participants have secured college places and jobs 
in the media as a result of their work with us and we 
are delighted to have assisted their prospects and 
progress.

Breakdown of participants

 Fraser: “I volunteered with WORLDBytes for the film-
making and stayed for the ideas.  It’s been a real privilege 
not only to film but to get my teeth stuck into some brilliant 
debates which go way beyond the narrow confines of 
what passes for news, the media and politics today.  
WORLDbytes has allowed me to think big and think freely.”
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In August 2015 the charity celebrated its 21st 
anniversary year bringing together participants, friends 
and contributors from over the years. Reflecting the 
charity’s vision that only the best will do, a grand 
anniversary party and Oscar-style awards night was 
hosted in St. Neotts by original participant Charlotte 
Moretto nee Reynolds and her husband Robert to 
mark the occasion. A splendid turn-out ensured 21 

Celebrating 21 years  
of WORLDwrite

years of challenging youth exchange programmes, 
documentary making and over 800 Citizen TV 
programmes were celebrated with gusto. Special 
thanks are due to all who made it an amazing night to 
remember, to those who voted for the ‘Oscars’ and to 
all who contributed to the charity’s 21st birthday appeal 
which raised £4466. 

WORLDwrite 21st Birthday Award winners

The Minted in 1994 Award The nominees in this category were participants in WORLDwrite’s 
1994-95 exchange visit to Hiroshima, Japan & subsequent report back tour of over 400 schools and 
colleges. Charlotte Moretto nee Reynolds certainly deserved Oscar status for her participation, 
ongoing endeavour and support. The story of this exchange and WORLDwrite’s origins was kindly 
featured by the online magazine spiked. 

The Garnered Award WORLDwrite ran several extraordinary two-way youth exchanges with Ghana. 
The charity also shot 6 films in Ghana and continues to financially support Ghanaian families today. 
Helen Sewell Canguya, the award winner for this category, was a key exchange participant who 
helped make it all possible. Special thanks to Ottolenghi in Islington for sponsoring this award. 

 The Putting People First Award WORLDwrite ran two ground-breaking exchange visits to Brazil, 
criss-crossing the Amazon and released its first documentary as a result which was screened across 
UK schools in 1998. The winner Neil Ross, now based in the USA was a key participant who helped 
inspire the people first message of this challenging endeavour. The award winning film he shot 
Where do people fit in is still available online.

 The Inspirational Works Award Numerous authors and writers have inspired the charity’s practical 
activities and WORLDbytes programmes. The winner of this award was writer and author Mick Hume. 
His latest book Trigger Warning: Is the Fear of Being Offensive Killing Free Speech? also helped 
inspire the charity’s latest project, the Freedom Challenge pop-up Video Booth. Special thanks to 
The Culpeper in East London for sponsoring this award.

 The Picture This Award WORLDwrite has always relied on volunteers’ ideas to inspire its projects 
and programmes and for WORLDbytes - the charity’s Citizen TV channel, it’s been a must. Nancy 
Msiska, the award winner for this category, came up with the storming ‘Political Game Show’. With 
special thanks to Rich Mix in Bethnal Green for sponsoring this award.

The Outstanding Volunteer Award Over the years, thousands of people have volunteered for 
WORLDwrite for many reasons, but there are few who understood the ‘we’ not just the ‘what’s in it for 
me’ and were always prepared to do whatever it takes. Rob Harris who has volunteered with the charity 
for 10 years and run the C.L.R. James project to great effect certainly made a difference. With special 
thanks to Lonzo in London Fields for sponsoring this award and providing the winner with a meal for two.

Best Videographer Award  Without the efforts of extraordinary volunteers mastering camera work, 
WORLDbytes programmes would be unwatchable. Isabel Hume deserved this honour for her effort and 
is the youngest of WORLDbytes aspiring crew members. Isabel’s camera work has been vital for the 
charity’s C.L.R.James documentary project. With special thanks to Bloomberg for sponsoring this award 
and providing the winner with a goody bag.

The Stoics Award Charities in law must have trustees willing to carry the can. This means our 
trustees and key management committee members shoulder a considerable responsibility for 
everything we do. They all deserve medals but management committee member Dr Graham Barnfield 
won this award and featured to great effect in the WORLDbytes programme Views on the News: 
Patriotism.

The Slumdog Millionaire Award Fundraising is no one’s favourite task but without it we’d never have survived. 
From our first grants and tin shaking to winning sponsorship and commissions, in 21 years, volunteers unafraid 
to ask for what we need were rare indeed. Viv Regan who co-ran the charity before moving on to do more great 
work won this award. You can make Viv and the charity’s day by supporting WORLDwrite’s 21st Birthday appeal 
which will continue to run in 2016. It’s easy to do online at www.justgiving.com/Happy21stWORLDwrite

 The Maximum Paxman Presenting Award Presenting effectively to camera requires subject 
knowledge, fearlessness, eloquence and style. Whether for our latest documentary on C.L.R. James 
or with a tricky line up of subjects for a programme, Vivita Sequeira has delivered in style and 
took this much deserved award. With special thanks to a WORLDwrite supporter from St. Neots for 
sponsoring this award. 

Best Guest in the West Award Many of WORLDbytes programmes have made their mark thanks to the 
inspired contribution of a special guest with something vital to say beyond mainstream TV. The votes 
were a tie for this award and both Daniel Ben-Ami and Ellie Lee deserved their Oscars. They have 
been the focal point of exceptional programmes on anti-semitism and abortion respectively and for no 
reward.

To Sir, with Love, the Camera Tutor Award  As well as privileging great content, all of WORLDbytes 
programmes have been shot with volunteers learning to shoot and hone their technical skills. Many 
have now made it in media jobs too. Without the tireless input of tutors sometimes paid, mostly not, 
the charity’s grand plan to run a channel would never have seen the light of day.  This award was 
won by WORLDwrite’s long standing and tireless tutor Andrew Hirst.

 WORLDwrite’s Best Friend Award It’s true money talks and without the charity’s friends we 
wouldn’t be able to say or do much at all. Thousands have donated to WORLDwrite over the years 
and deserve our heartfelt thanks but the winner Patrick Hayes has always gone the extra mile, 
consistently dug deep, bailed us out and stood by the charity.  You can join Patrick by becoming a 
friend of WORLDwrite and supporting the charity with a regular monthly donation of £5 or more.  

Max: Film is becoming an ever more important 
medium to tackle issues and assumptions made 
by mainstream media and WORLDbytes gives 
you key filmmaking skills for the future. 
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WORLDwrite was officially born in 1994, inspired by 
young participants who had taken part in European anti-
racist & anti-militarist tours from the UN to Buchenwald. 
Questioning sacred cows along the way - from 
overpopulation to immigration controls - they learned 
much from extraordinary figures, such as the ‘Eidleweiss 
Piraten’: the youngsters who stood up against Hitler Youth 
in Germany.
The name WORLDwrite was taken from a ‘No More 
Hiroshimas’ penpal campaign, to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, but refashioned to fit more ambitious plans. In 
1995 a group of young people embarked on an exchange 
with Hiroshima to investigate, and then challenge, the 
racial thinking which had justified the extermination of over 
200,000 people. In the following years, ground-breaking 
two-way youth exchanges with Europe, Ghana, Brazil, 
India, Uganda and more put WORLDwrite’s ‘people first’ 
approach on the map, and informed the charity’s slogan, 
‘Ferraris For All.’

Each WORLDwrite venture raised debate in hundreds 
of schools, and inspired the charity to evolve from 
practical exchange programmes to film-based reports 
and projects. Ten unique documentaries have made their 
mark on modern misanthropy, from Where Do People Fit 
In? filmed across the Amazon; to the 2005 Pricking the 
Missionary Position series, which included ‘A Letter to 
Geldof’ and ‘I’m a Subsistence Farmer, Get Me Out of 
Here’, culminating with Flush it!, expressing aspirations for 
the best toilets globally.
Never settling for the supposed wisdom of the day, 
the charity’s pioneering young volunteers made many 
breakthroughs. In 1997, the charity took the first 
computers to rural villages in Ghana themselves when 
the National Lottery Fund refused to support a shipment, 

as computers were not considered ‘basic needs’. 
WORLDwrite fought the Home Office to bring what 
had been declared ‘inappropriate people’ into Britain 
from Ghana, and won. The charity invaded the UNDP 

to challenge its new-found concern for ‘reproductive 
health’ (i.e. population control with a face lift), causing 
much-needed uproar. It also launched Time to Ditch the 
Sustainababble, and its own WSSD summit for serious 
development in 2002 - a time when the limiting policies of 
sustainability were less well known.
In 2008 the charity’s pioneering Citizen TV project 
WORLDbytes - a school of thought and a practical school 
- was born. With over 2500 trained in camera work and 
1000 programmes later, it is constantly looking behind the 
headlines, and flourishes today.
In 2011 our first historical documentary, Sylvia Pankhurst: 
Everything is Possible won accolades for accurately 

reflecting this lesser-known heroine’s political vision, 
and is still being screened. The works of Trinidad-born 
revolutionary C.L.R. James inform our latest major 
documentary venture, which aims to inspire a love of 
reading, history-making and humanity.
Over the years, thousands of young people and 
volunteers have made a project which many thought 
impossible - too ‘out there’, too critical and un-fundable - 
and have creatively challenged views and opened minds 
along the way. WORLDwrite’s 21st birthday was certainly 
worth celebrating and it was celebrated in style.

From Hiroshima to Hackney 
Director Ceri Dingle retells the story of the 
charity’s first exchange programme
August 2015 marked not only 21 years of the charity’s 
work but the 70th anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. Twenty one years ago, a group of school 
students working with WORLDwrite began a year-long 
grand tour of UK schools and cities, to tell the truth about 
Hiroshima, which culminated in an exchange visit to the 
beautiful but rarely visited city itself on the fiftieth anniversary 
of its destruction, in 1995. Nuking Hiroshima, they 

explained to thousands of their UK peers, was accepted at 
the time because of a race war. The Japanese were rats, 
locusts and beasts, as President Truman put it at the time. 
They were not like us and, therefore, their obliteration was a 
fair price for the end of the war.

The school students’ mission was not to elevate nuclear 
weapons as uniquely destructive, dictate who can have 
them or demand apologies. No, it was to challenge the 
racial thinking that legitimised the White Man’s Bomb. 
They set out to tell the truth about the war – that the 
Japanese were viewed as vermin to be eradicated and 
that Japan was on its knees when this great experiment in 
human annihilation was conducted.
For the students, it was an eye-opening expedition. The 
human ‘shadows’ of those vaporised could be seen 
etched on Hiroshima’s pavements; the lonely A-Bomb 
Dome, the only building left standing after the atomic 
onslaught, was strangely beautiful (ironically, it’s now a 
world-heritage site); and the Children’s Peace Monument 
in the Peace Memorial Park was festooned with chains of 
paper cranes. These were started by Sadako Sasaki, a 
little girl who, suffering from radiation-induced leukaemia, 
believed that if she folded 1,000 she’d be cured. She died 
in 1955. Today, an average of 10 million cranes are sent to 
the park from across the globe each year.
Hibakusha (bomb survivors) also told us their stories. It 
could sometimes be a disconcerting experience. Their 
faces wore fixed smiles, a result of endless plastic surgery. 
And we learned the lesser-known stories of Hiroshima, 
too, such as Britain’s use of military prisoners in the 
aftermath of the bomb to test the effects of radiation.
Hiroshima today is impressive. Rebuilt from the dust, it 
has been turned into a wonder of modernity. Its setting, 
nestled amid the mountains, means that it becomes a 
ski resort in winter. It also meant that in August 1945, 
residents couldn’t see the approach of Enola Gay and its 
atomic payload.
We were treated like royalty while we were there - it was 
almost too much. We were chaperoned, wined, dined, 
introduced to dignitaries and invited to address large 
audiences. And, embarrassingly, the apologies kept 
coming: for the war; for Pearl Harbour; for the prisoner-
of-war camps; for Burma… But we weren’t there to 

apologise for what we had no part in. And we didn’t 
expect or want apologies from our Japanese peers 
either. This was a truth trip. It was for young people to 
understand history, to make new friends internationally, 
to be future-orientated and always equipped to move on. 
And from this, the charity WORLDwrite, of which I’m now 
director, was born.
Of course, much has changed over the past two decades. 
Even thinking how best to celebrate WORLD-write’s 21 
years of extraordinary projects and pioneering truth trips 
across the globe, involving hundreds of young people, is 
difficult. In 1994, we were challenging racial thinking and 
ideas of Western superiority. Today, the West is in the 
dog house, and official ‘anti-racism’ is everywhere. Even 
highlighting the horrors of Hiroshima is commonplace today 
(although the lies about Hiroshima keep being peddled, 
especially the idea that ‘it ended the war’). 
As an education charity, WORLDwrite set out to 
understand and champion new knowledge. We wanted to 
say what may not be popular but needs saying. So, today, 
we move on. There’s nothing to be learned from repeating 
what people already know and think. We will always strive 
to challenge new orthodoxies, not echo them.
So, what next for a human-centred charity that believes 
in young people’s capacity to understand and change the 
world? We have to continue telling it like it is, of course. 
That is what we’ve done for 21 years, and that’s what we 
will continue to do well into the future.

WORLDwrite -  
a brief history

Students meet a bomb survivor

Ceri Dingle at The A-Bomb Dome, Hiroshima in 1995

Pubudu: I was hoping to improve my limited 
knowledge in media and filming. But I realised 
they have so much more to offer, in terms of 
experiences and opportunities to increase your 
understanding of so many issues.

Raisul: My experience at WORLDwrite has 
broadened my knowledge of history and so many 
topics.
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 2.  To ensure WORLDbytes continues to 
give voice to alternative views and 
benefit the public through exploring 
challenging ideas and disseminating 
programmes which advance fresh 
thinking and are of educational benefit.

WORLDbytes programmes have as their criteria: 
involvement and engagement by the maximum 
number of volunteer-learners possible; subject matter 
suggested by volunteers which isn’t already in the 
mainstream; programmes which explore challenging 
ideas and are of educational benefit for the makers and 
the viewer.  
Over the past year the charity continued to develop 
and produce quality, distinctive programmes which 
maximise the number learners who can work on 
and learn every aspect of programme making, test 
prevailing wisdom and make the finished product their 
own. Debates, discussion programmes, interview 
based programmes, on the streets and blue screen 
studio based programes, lend themselves to groups 
of volunteer-learners getting both behind the camera 
and in front to interrogate issues. These also have an 
exceptional shelf life as educative resources online and 
many are now taken up, embedded and referred to 
in online magazines, blogs, by educational institutions 
and even on news programmes.
Through the charity’s intensive and extensive educative 
training packages, over the year we worked with 346 
volunteer-learners to produce, launch and promote 
9 new line-ups of, in total, 94 broadcast quality 
programmes. All of these have been uploaded to 
WORLDbytes and numerous video hosting sites, 
including Vimeo; Viddler; YouTube; Daily Motion; 
Mefeedia, UOL and Zugme. 
During the year WORLDbytes used its pioneering  
formats such as: ‘Don’t Shout at the Telly: change 
the message on it’ (an on-the-sofa discussion 
programme); ‘The View on the Streets’ (which takes 
the public temperature on challenging issues); ‘Views 
on the News’ (volunteer-led positing of big questions 
to an amenable expert), to cover a challenging range 
of issues and ideas to advance debate and public 
understanding and QuestionDine (an award winning 
format putting election candidates in the hot seat with 
young people over supper in a local cafe). New formats 

included a Political Game Show (TV game show style) 
and Centre Points (discussion style programme with a 
guest, shot outside the WORLDwrite centre).
The following programmes, all produced and filmed by 
volunteer-learners to an original format, have enjoyed a 
wide take up over the past year and extensive viewings 
for their watchable, informative and educative content.

The Political Game-show

Multiculturalism and identity politics get game show 
treatment in this fast paced fun show filmed with 
guests and volunteers in the WORLDbytes studios 
complete with ‘holiday shrub’. Where are Trigger 
Warnings being applied? What do Cis-gender and 
intersectionality mean? This new fun format with 
nonetheless challenging content proved to be a winner.

Centre Points: Compulsory Voluntary work?  

It may sound like an oxymoron but compulsory 
voluntary work for young people is now fashionable. 
In this programme shot in the WORLDwrite centre 
grounds, Viv Regan puts the case against it to a group 
of young people, some of whom we learn are not 
there ‘by choice’. It’s bad for voluntary organisations, 
she argues, sucking up resources and bad for young 
people, treating them as incapable and only concerned 

with themselves. This she suggests is about adults’ 
failure to inspire and an authoritarian obsession with 
controlling young people’s behaviour. This programme 
stirred much needed debate in the third sector.

Views on the Streets: Free Speech post-
Copenhagen

Following the attacks in Copenhagen, a month on from 
the Charlie Hebdo massacre in France in early 2015 
WORLDbytes volunteer-learners took to the streets 
of East London to test the public’s mettle on free 
speech. Would they support the right to be offensive 
and to blaspheme or were the terrorists winning? In 
the programme we hear from East Enders who want 
to stand their ground, but the cracks are showing too. 
Commended for taking a thorny issue to the streets, 
this programme was widely shared.

 Views on the News: Patriotism

In this compelling and timely short, volunteers pose 
points and questions on patriotism to media lecturer 
Dr Graham Barnfield. Should St George’s Day be 
celebrated as a national holiday? Why is the Union 
Jack back in vogue and the St George flag seen 
as dodgy? Should past imperial horrors dictate our 
attitude to patriotism today? Can patriotism be good 

and nationalism bad as Orwell put it? Aren’t we 
culturally superior to ISIS? With much to chew on Dr 
Barnfield never fails to challenge contempt for our 
common humanity. Interwoven with illustrative imagery, 
the programme provided a great starting point for 
debate.

Don’t shout at the telly: Vote for Growth 

In this refreshing programme with writer Daniel Ben 
Ami, discussion on the economy and elections 
provides a serious wake up call to all who think the 
economy is a bore. From the sofa volunteers raise big 
questions on everything from the minimum wage to oil 
prices. Quantitative easing, Daniel explains, has been 
the main driver behind growing inequality and involves 
the redistribution of wealth from the poor to the rich. 
For all their attempts to paint the Conservatives as the 
‘fat cats’ party, Labour have not said a word about the 
immorality of it. Media pundits tell us election results 
will rest on the economy but who is standing for 
serious growth, aspirations, and an open door? This 
programme proved young people wanted answers and 
inspiration and given the opportuntiy are capable of 
serious discussion.

QuestionDine 2015: Election Candidates 
with chips 

Tayyab: I decided to join WORLDbytes to gain 
more skills and knowledge but I have also made 
great friends. The WORLDbytes team are fantastic.

Bunmi: The opportunity to volunteer and 
develop the practical side of production skills is 
very beneficial and rewarding,  this is a pedestal 
to progress and learning, as well as exciting. 
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This short Art Quiz show was filmed as part of 
a camera workshop run by WORLDbytes at the 
Chisenhale Gallery in East London. Volunteer 
participants were remarkably game, taking part with no 
rehearsal. For their first shoot the camera crew did a 
grand job, too. 

Don’t Shout at the Telly: Feminism 

In this on the sofa discussion, WORLDbytes volunteers 
hear the case put by Joanna Williams that feminism 
should be confined to the dustbin of history. There’s 
never been a better time to be female she tells us, not 
everyone agrees but the arguments are stunning. 

VIEWS BOX: The Freedom Challenge 

Launched at the Barbican, the VIEWS BOX pop up 
inflatable video booth is set to tour during the year 
ahead. At its launch on the 800th anniversary of the 
Magna Carta 60 eminent speakers took part in a 
Freedom Challenge, sharing their wisdom to camera in 
under 1 minute. In this first video, Dr Frankie Anderson 
tells us freedom makes us human, Barrister Jon 
Holbrook says looking to judges for policy decisions 
is anti-democratic, Ella Whelan says free speech has 
to be fought for, Phillippe Legrain tells us freedom 
of movement is a must and Professor Alan Hudson 
shares from Aeschylus’s Prometheus Bound. 

Joe: WORLDbytes gives you skills that can 
be utilised both in front of and behind the 
camera, a platform to express your own 
beliefs, allowing your views to be challenged 
and you to challenge others.

With the 2015 General Election on the menu, 
prospective parliamentary candidates sit down for 
supper with volunteers to discuss the big political 
ideas of today in the E5 Square Café in East London. 
Candidates ponder a wide range of questions. The 
food begins to cool as the discussion heats up. From 
immigration, economic growth and the EU to free 
speech, humanitarian intervention and building homes 
ourselves. Did volunteers get the answers they were 
looking for? We asked viewers to decide.

Ten Questions For Election Candidates 

This filmed ‘open letter’ video was sent to election 
candidates across the UK with the following message: 
“Dear candidates we are impressed that you are 
standing in the general election but need convincing 
that you have answers for some of the big issues 
facing us. Our volunteer Citizen TV makers have 
posed key questions in this short video. We would 
be thrilled to read your answers below this video and 
the thousands who watch our videos across the web 
may then take voting for you seriously”. The video 
did receive numerous responses from candidates 
who attempted to answer some of the challenging 
questions posed on everything from the economy to 
Western intervention.

Film Fun: The Art Quiz Show 

 Why are we afraid to judge?

Non-judgementalism is often celebrated as inclusive and egalitarian – but if all views are valid, 
how can we have any certainty over pressing political, cultural and moral questions?

Judge rule: is the law taking over politics?

As courts become increasingly involved in political life, should we welcome judges arbitration 
over difficult subjects or should we be wary of their politicisation?

‘Cinderella Law’: Criminalising parental authority?

A panel of experts present  an overview of interventions into family life in which even raised 
voices and stern looks are interpreted as ‘abuse’ and can therefore land parents in the dock. The 
law has gone too far they suggest.

 Hashtag feminism: radical or banal?

Today’s feminist crackdowns on offensive pop music, Twitter trolls and lads mags seem a far cry 
from earlier fights for liberation. Are there still obstacles for women or has the battle been won?

 After Gaza: the return of anti-Semitism?

Are calls for the destruction of Israel at ‘Free Gaza’ rallies and recent violent attacks on Jews in 
Europe symptomatic of a revival of anti-Semitism?

WORLDbytes was the official media partner at the 
Battle of Ideas Festival at the Barbican. Our Citizen TV 
School trained and enabled a crew of more than 30 
volunteer-learners to film and a further 30 to help out 
and attend debates. With strands on law, technology, 
science, everyday liberties, the economy and more, 
it provided a unique opportunity for participants to 
listen and film internationally renowned speakers, to 

Putting debates on the map

take part in the most forward-looking, free thinking 
festival around and be ‘the media professionals’ 
at this prestigious event. Forty five debates were 
filmed, edited and distributed during the year bringing 
discussions led by exceptional global speakers to a 
new audience. These are now available as valuable 
educative resources and listed below. 
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  Business bashing: Should Corporates ‘Care’?

Corporate Social Responsibility is often viewed as a marketing stunt.  Are businesses all morally 
suspect – and should business even try to ‘do good’ in the first place?

 Hunger in the UK: the food banks phenomenon

With the economic slump, Brits have been relying on food banks in increasing numbers. What lies behind 
this – food poverty or increased supply? And what does it say about our relationship to charity?

 Whose borders are they anyway? The nation state unravelling

Separatist movements in Scotland, Cataluña and Ukraine come at the same time as increased EU 
integration. The sovereign nation, with a well-defined demos, is under threat.  

Keeping the faith schools?

What place do faith schools have in a secular society? Does the public funding of faith schools with 
admission criteria based on religious worship contradict ideas of religious tolerance?

Forever friends? Negotiating online relationships?

Social media is an inescapable part of growing up but the line between free expression for teenagers and 
adult authority has yet to be established.

 Drip by drip: have we given up on privacy?

The state surveillance exposed by Snowden is met with condemnation – but what of the bigger 
picture, such as our own ‘oversharing’ on social media

 Do they mean us? International views on Britain

Whilst we agonise over the thorny question of British identity, journalists who report on Britain for their 
respective countries, discuss how the world sees Britain.

 Lessons from Asia: what is a world-class education?

The debate reveals the folly of education policy designed to chase metrics and PISA rankings whilst failing 
to confront a home-grown crisis of intellectual values.

 The gamification of society: time to grow up?

Importing gaming techniques into real world settings has taken off in marketing. As gamification expands 
into other areas of life, what are the ethical and practical challenges it poses?

Belgium’s ‘right to die’ for children: a slippery slope?

Is a right to die for children with incurable diseases humane or a failure to stand up for human life?

 Debating Matters Competition international final 2014

The best student teams from the UK and India debate the motion ‘we should be willing to 
compromise our privacy in the interests of national and international security.’

Should we fear democracy?

Democracy is often accused of pandering to populism and today’s attempts to engage citizens fall 
flat. Whatever happened to the ideal of convincing the public through arguments and ideas?

Growth is good: mission or mania

GDP has long been criticised for wrecking the planet, making the rich richer and ignoring 
happiness.  Now after the recession, will this pessimism cause us to accept weak growth as the 
new normal?

Cold war rebooted?

Western governments have portrayed Russia’s annexing of Crimea as a rerun of the Cold War and 
a violation of international law - but what of the West’s intervention in Ukrainian democracy?

 Evidence-based Education: marks out of 10?

Questioning the rising tide of evidence-based education, the panel agree that teacher training is 
a craft which should resist fads and focus on trying to instil a love of knowledge in pupils.

 Judgement by our peers: is the jury out?

Trial by jury is a cornerstone of Western justice –  yet many believe judges would make more 
reliable decisions.  What lies behind this favouring of experts and distrust of our peers?

 Our morals, their moralism?

Can we really tell the difference between sincere morals and self-righteous moralism? Given 
modern unease around the language of morality, is it right to reject ‘moralistic’ judgements off 
hand?

  Big Data: big danger?

Big data is often presented as the next big research breakthrough.  But are there limits to what 
statistics can tell us? Can we really rely on algorithms at the expense of human judgement?

  America: the twilight years?

With its rudderless foreign policy, an economy weakened by recession and likely to be outgrown by 
China within the decade, for how much longer can the US remain the world’s leading power?

  Multinationals: Curse or blessing for the developing world?

Multinationals are accused of using their clout to undermine working conditions, local taxes and 
laws – yet new factories bring higher living standards. Do they do more good than harm?
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 What do animals know?

This discussion presents some surprising insights into the intelligent behaviours of some animals 
and explains why animals nonetheless, remain no match for humans.

 Reassessing paternalism: is autonomy a myth?

With the waning power of church and monarchy, new expert authorities have emerged to tell us 
how to behave.  Should we sacrifice our free will so readily?

 Victims’ law: therapeutic justice or moral crusade?

In today’s victim-centred justice, defendants now face an uphill battle to prove their innocence in 
the courtroom as due process cannot be allowed to add to the complainants presumed distress.

 What’s wrong with cheap food?

Cheap food is often derided as wasteful, unhealthy and of poor quality. The panel argue however 
there is much to celebrate about food’s declining cost.

From Canary Wharf to China: Is the Bubble Going to Burst Again?

Emergency measures like QE are now the norm on both sides of the Atlantic. Should China’s ‘easy 
money’ policies be cause for concern? Or are there more fundamental challenges facing Western 
economies?

Planet of the Vapes: why is there a war on e-cigarettes?

Government plans to ban or hyper-regulate e-cigarettes seem less to do with people’s health 
than an attempt control our lifestyle choices. Is it time to stub out public health policy?

 Data Overload: What is the Point of Exams?

With every aspect of teaching now quantified and audited in the name of transparency, should 
teachers’ autonomy and professional judgement be subordinated to data?

 Should Schools teach ‘British Values’?

A panel of educationalists grapple with the question of whether British Values should or even can 
be taught, particularly if contested by wider society or by parents.

 The robots are coming: friends or foes?

Contemporary fears about robots are put in perspective – far from ‘taking over,’ our ideas on 
what robots could do, we learn, are not nearly ambitious enough.

Goodbye Mr Chips: can research tell teachers how to teach?

For research sceptics, education is about an open-ended, subjective relationship between teacher 
and students – but should this romantic view be dropped in favour of evidence-based teaching?

Dose of reality: the ethics and politics of drug development?

Experts discuss whether pharmaceuticals need a more strategic approach, which prioritises R&D 
and clinical outcome, rather than the profit-seeking of big pharma or the bean counting of NICE.  

 Is it time to build on the green belt?

All political parties agree there is a housing crisis but offer few solutions.  The green belt creates 
artificial scarcity and pushes up house prices – time to scrap it?

The science of public health: where’s the evidence?

A panel of experts debate whether public health campaigns and lifestyle interventions use of 
studies and stats to make their case is justifiable.

 Blurred lines: what is consent?

Consent is omnipresent in discussions around sex today. The panel of eminent legal minds take a 
step back, discuss the meaning of consent and where the line should be drawn in the law.

 PIGS Can’t Fly? Surviving Austerity

Severe austerity has been imposed on indebted Eurozone states and democratic governments 
overthrown.  But does austerity understate the problems facing both big and small EU nations?

 Can we manufacture a new Economy?

Few would argue that the UK recovery is built on strong foundations, yet political parties offer 
little vision for the future. What it will take to create a new and innovative economy?

 Community Treatment Orders: the Psychiatric ASBO?

This debate candidly addresses the growing anxiety that CTOs failed to curb hospital readmissions 
for mental illness and are being used as an easy substitute for hospital treatment.

 The Sharing Economy: Radical capitalism or high-tech pocket money?

Proponents argue the sharing economy will transform capitalism. But isn’t the re-use and sharing 
of existing goods more a sign of our economic woes than of a new entrepreneurial dynamism?  

 Is there a future for liberalism?

When the ideal of free speech is met with demands for regulation to protect the powerless and 
tolerance is criticised for being too judgmental, where does that leave liberalism?

 What is a good life: can science and medicine tell us?

Increasingly human life is understood in terms of science and ‘epigenetics’ is said to reveal 
lifestyle choices as genetic – but shouldn’t we determine what makes a good life for ourselves?
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Bloomberg & Mithras 

2014 marked sixty years since the discovery of the 
Roman Temple of Mithras in the City of London. The 
1954 excavation captivated public imagination, with 
an estimated 400,000 people flocking to visit the site 
over a two week period. To capture this historic event, 

3. To assist unemployed young volunteer-
learners with work experience
opportunties, references and credits.

Due to it’s growing public impact, WORLDwrite is 
currently faced with numerous applications from young 
people looking for professional media experience 
that is credited, as in the media world or to access 
further education, credits are currency. Many are 
pointed in our direction by local schools and colleges 
who hope they will develop an understanding of the 
working media world. We are also getting a lot more 
unemployed graduates than in the past who are 
desperate for experience to improve their CVs and job 
prospects. As a result of working with WORLDbytes, 
numerous volunteers have gained media jobs and entry 
to courses. More than 70 references were requested 
by volunteer-learners for jobs and college places in the 
past year.
The training we provide and programmes we produce, 
are intended to advance new ideas, encourage critical 
debate and discussion and thus promote citizenship. 
We do recognise however, that since the majority of 
those we involve are unemployed or very low waged, 
securing additional opportunities to assist their broader 
prospects is hugely beneficial for everyone involved. 
As such, we have arranged special workshops and 
opportunities which have provided groups of volunteer-
learners with essential knowledge and insights to 
access the professional media world. Our partnership 
with Bloomberg has been invaluable in this regard.

An extraordinary partnership 
and new commissions
 Bloomberg, WORLDwrite’s long-standing partner for 
the charity’s Citizen TV project WORLDbytes, have 
provided extraordinary opportunities for volunteer–
learners during the year. They have facilitated master-
classes with professional staff, introducing young 
adults learning with the charity to innumerable ideas, 

tips and skills. These have included CV workshops, 
Saturday master-classes in the news department at 
Bloomberg’s London offices and participation in their 
exciting start up programme introducing young citizens 
to all that is involved in the digital world. These have 
been really popular and the feedback tremendous. 
Theatre outings arranged and supported by Bloomberg 
too, provided the icing on the cake. Special thanks are 
due to Srinivasan Sivabalan, Emerging-Markets Editor 
at Bloomberg for volunteering his time to run whole 
courses for the charity’s low-waged and unemployed 
volunteer-learners. In addition Bloomberg have 
provided exceptional commissions for volunteers to 
operate as media professionals and have their first paid 
film experience. These have included the following:

the Museum of London Archaeology (MOLA) worked 
with Bloomberg on an oral history project, collecting 
the experiences of the people that went to marvel as 
the temple was exposed. A WORLDbytes crew were 
commissioned to interview some of the contributors 
at a special celebration event for the project. What did 
they see? Why did they go? What was London like? 
Filmed for posterity, their testimonies were inspiring and 
what we learned of 1950’s London extraordinary. A 
short film Mithras, more than a memory was edited and 
produced for the project.

Bloomberg & Chisenhale 
Thanks to an exciting commission from Bloomberg, a 
crew of WORLDbytes volunteers filmed a live especially 
constructed TV show entitled Happy Together: 
Collaborators Collaborating designed by the 
renowned Amsterdam and Berlin based Kurdish artist 
Ahmet Öğüt at the Chisenhale Gallery in East London. 
They were delighted that their film then formed the key 
feature of the exhibition that followed. A challenging 
and highly rewarding experience for everyone involved.

Srinivasan Sivabalan, 
Emerging-Markets Editor 
at Bloomberg

 Volunteers were commissioned to 
film interviews with 23 nominees 
for the annual WISE (Women 
in Science and Engineering ) 
awards, supported by Bloomberg. 
The charity was delighted to host 

so many extraordinary and inspiring individuals and 
to film their short stories. Volunteers went out of 
their way too, to help improve the centre’s facilities 
for such important guests. It is to volunteer-learner’s 
credit that their filmed efforts were screened at a 
major ceremony hosted by HRH Princess Ann in 
November 2014. All the short videos featured on the 
WISE website and the twelve below were selected 
to feature on WORLDbytes.

WISE Hero Award: 
Professor Tara Moore

WISE Advisor Award: 
Tony Thompson

WISE Research 
Award:  
Dr Sarah Bohndiek

WISE Girl Award: 
Sara Zaidi

WISE Girl Award: 
Rebecca Wang

WISE Lifetime 
Achievement Award: 
Dame Kay Davies CBE

WISE Apprentice 
Award: Samantha 
McRae

WISE Leadership 
Award: Daphne 
Jackson Trust

WISE Apprentice 
Award:  
Christina Dines

WISE Leadership 
Award: Girls 
Engineering the Future

WISE Lifetime 
Achievement Award:  
Loraine Martins MBE

WISE Research 
Award: Professor 
Aline F. Miller

Special thanks are due to all the contributors who allowed us to 
film their amazing stories.

Queues to view the new discovery in 1954

Rebecca: There is nothing quite like WORLDbytes. It 
has provided me with skills which will help me stand 
out in this competitive industry. WORLDbytes has 
boosted my confidence in front of a camera; and it 
has introduced me to a network of creative people.

Ismail: WORLDbytes covers ideas and problems 
that the mainstream media refuses to touch, let 
alone present to the public making it an amazing 
and worthwhile experience.
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 Further exciting partnerships during the year were 
formed with Bsix sixth form college, EUSA - Academic 
Internship Programs, GlobaLinks/ISA (International 
Studies Abroad), Arcadia University, The College of 
Global Studies, St. Lawrence University, ACCENT 
International, Inspire! and Career Academies UK.

One group of young WORLDbytes volunteers were 
even invited to a debate on free speech arranged by 
spiked in the houses of parliament, an exciting first time 
for all.

Award winning volunteers

We are delighted too, thanks to the Jack Petchey 
Foundation, that our volunteers were able to collect 
important awards for their endeavours during the year, 
these included Youth Achievement Awards, Leaders 
Awards and a Crystal Award to mark the  foundation’s 
15th anniversary.

Expanded provision
The charity also sought to expand its provision to the 
16-18 year old age group during the year with intensive 
film training and shooting weekends and provided many 
work experience placements to local school students. 
The charity also filmed to great effect with young 
participants from Headstart, with a large group from 
NCS the Challenge and provided workshops for school 
students at the East London Science school. Special 
thanks are due to support from Deutsche bank and the 
Jack Petchey Foundation for enabling this provision.

The charity was also delighted to welcome international 
volunteers from the USA and Europe to participate in 
making programmes and to assist with all aspects of its 
work. The charity also provided an exciting programme 
for students from the University of Connecticut in 
London which included a guided tour of Brick Lane, 
a visit to the East London Mosque complete with an 
exceptional Q & A session, film training and shoots 
of a dabate on Magna Carta arranged by the online 
magazine spiked and an alternative lecture on slavery 
with James Heartfield.

American students worked with WORLDbytes to film Magna Carta 
– 800 Years of Freedom: A spiked Debate

WORLDbytes volunteers Vivita Sequeira, Rebecca Danacic, 
Tayyab Hussein, Nancy Msiska and Isobel Hume received their 
awards at special events

Monique: I wanted to expand and gain new skills 
within film, while exploring new and challenging 
topics. I have met so many interesting people and 
have enjoyed working with everyone while gaining key 
transferable skills within filmmaking.

Amar: WORLDbytes is a wonderful place to not only 
learn how to operate a camera but also sharpen 
your own point of view on important issues. There’s 
a strong sense of professionalism from the staff and 
a willingness to help everyone find their way.
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and scholars of his works were filmed during the 
year and promise to provide great depth to the final 
feature documentary. The charity is especially grateful 
to cinematographer Ian Foster for his assistance and 
to the following subjects who provided exceptional 
material and interviews.
The charity would also like to thank volunteers in 
Trinidad for the footage they procured for the film 
especially:

Two packed out alternative public 
lectures were arranged by project 
volunteers during the year on C.L.R. 
James & Opposition to World War 2 
and CLR James, Eric Williams and the 
abolition of slavery debate In the first 
lecture volunteers discussed James’ 

extraordinary 1940’s pamphlet entitled My Friends: A 
Fireside Chat on the War, C.L.R. James rejected entry 
into the Second World War and parodied Franklin 
Roosevelt’s fireside chats. He wrote “My friends, why 

does the President want us to fight?.....Tell me, Mr. 
President, what democracy do I defend by going 
to fight Hitler? Hitler is a vile criminal and should 

be driven off the face of the earth. But I have no 
democracy and the democracy I haven’t got Hitler 
didn’t take from me. I know all those who have been 
taking away democracy from me and my people........
all of them aided by you, President Roosevelt......” 
The second lecture clarified the role of abolitionists and 
ended with discussion on the pitfalls of campaigns for 
apologies and reparations past and present and the 
moral superiority they engender.
The alternative lectures were filmed by volunteer 
learners following intensive camera training and the 

videos produced have been viewed by thousands.

4  To work with volunteer-learners, to further 
the development of a knowledge portal and 
ultimately a feature length documentary on 
the life and works of CLR James. 

WORLDwrite’s CLR James documentary project 
entitled Every Cook Can Govern: Documenting the 
life, impact and works of CLR James has continued 
apace throughout the year involving hundreds of 
volunteer hours. CLR James, the Trinidadian author 
of best known works The Black Jacobins (1938) and 
Beyond a Boundary (1963) died in Brixton in 1989 
and the project aims to introduce a new audience 
to this inspiring figure. Thanks to support from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund and key partners, the project 
will culminate in a feature length documentary due for 
completion in March 2016. 

During the year, a huge amount of volunteer effort went 
into making all the project’s accumulated knowledge 
and video available for public benefit, through the 
development of a film and knowledge portal. Special 
thanks are due to Niall Crowley for his design work and 
Kyle Duncan for his work on the website. The official 
launch of the project’s portal took place at a public 
event and celebration at the Hatch in East London in 
April 2015. Added to the portal with special thanks 
to the National Archives at Kew were the security 
files on C.L.R. James revealing the extent to which 
he was considered a ‘threat’ particularly due to his 
anti-colonialism in the 1940 and 50’s. The portal will 
continue beyond the life of the project as a long-term 
public resource. 
Further key figures who new CLR James, experts 

From left to right are: Robert Hill, Christian Hogsbjerg, Darcus Howe, Ozzy Warwick, Robin Kelly, Roy Mcree, Barrie Collins, Paul Buhle, Scott 
Mclemee, Rachel Douglas, James Heartfield & Kent Worcester. All were filmed during the year as key contributors.

Hakeem Grant with Ian Foster on camera

Aamron Shageer presenting

Merja: I truly hope that the school of Citizen TV 
will attract many enthusiastic volunteers as the 
experience offered here is absolutely amazing, unique 
and worthwhile!

Eunice: I wanted to get practical skills but it went 
beyond my expectations as i was privileged to be 
part of a shoot for a documentary project and got 
the experience that I have been dreaming of. 
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During the year the CLR James project also involved:
•  two filmed archive workshops hosted by the 

Black Cultural Archives
•  finalising and uploading videos of the sessions of 

the Black Jacobins conference filmed in Liverpool 
by project volunteers

•  researching and filming vignettes including CLR 
James meeting with Edith Sitwell in Bloomsbury 
and first letters from London for the Port of Spain 
Gazette

•  procuring footage, interviews and background 
archive material

•  letter writing and applications for copyright for 
over 500 images

•  11 open crew meetings and discussions
•  four film training packages
•  an archive footage review weekend
•  fundraising appeals for the project

5.  To ensure further funding is secured to 
provide quality training and volunteering 
opportunities supported by professional 
staff.

While this has been a hard year financially, the 
recognition gained by the charity for WORLDbytes 
its Citizen TV channel and the educative service it 
provides, has assisted in the procurement of funding to 
maintain quality training and volunteering opportunities. 
Film-based partnerships with the Battle of Ideas have 
continued to introduce volunteer-learners to high-
level debates and advance ideas conveyed by global 
experts in their respective fields. Partnership with 
Bloomberg and their willingness to share vital skills with 
our volunteer-learners, continued to provide a rare and 
invaluable experience in professional news production 
for all who took part.
The charity was able to raise sufficient unrestricted 
funds during the year to provide 3 paid 6 week 
internships to volunteer- learners interested in pursuing 
a career in the media and third sector. The charity in 
addition purposefully experimented with giving selected 
appropriately qualified volunteers opportunties to assist 
with camera training to great effect.

6  To continue financial support to 
WORLDwrite’s Ghanaian partners.

The charity would have liked to have contributed more 
than has been possible in the past year to partners 
in Ghana. Donations were raised and transferred to 
the following Ghanaian partners for their educational 
benefit and maintenance. Millicent Kumeni and family, 
DeRoy Kwesi Andrew and family, Abraham Godbless, 
Patience Agbetti, for six families in Tsibu Bethel village 
and for Old Fadama community members in Accra.

7.  To raise funds to upgrade film equipment, 
improve premises and to develop a small 
reserve.

As well as arranging appeals, online second-hand 
books sales and an online shop to fund equipment, 
improve premises and to establish a small reserve for 
the charity, WORLDwrite & WORLDbytes volunteers 
organised a sponsored Freedom Challenge at the 
Battle of Ideas festival at the Barbican. This formed 
the launch event too for the charity’s pop up inflatable 
video views box. This pioneering initiative celebrated 
the anniversary year of the Magna Carta and the 
festival’s ‘Free Speech Allowed’ theme. Sixty key 
speakers attending the festival were invited to speak to 
camera for 1 minute on a freedom issue of their choice. 
This was relayed to a live audience and the videos 
produced will be released in the year ahead.
Some fees for services were also won from 
organisations using the charity’s film-making 
experience and production facilities. The charity was as 
a result able to invest in additional manfrotto tripods, 
storage drives and HD digital recording equipment. 
Upgraded software was also purchased during the 
year to aid editing, uploading and volunteer-learner’s 
programme promotion work.

Google analytics show on average 12,166 views per 
month of WORLDbytes videos on the WORLDbytes 
channel with peaks of up to 700 viewings per day for 
specific new programmes uploaded.
YouTube shows aproximately 124,409 viewings in the 
year for uploaded videos and within the year there were 
497 embeds of WORLDbytes videos from YouTube on 
to other sites and magazines.
On average WORLDbytes videos reached audiences 
totalling on average 30,000 viewings per month 
accross video hosting sites.

The Trustees believe the charity has more than met its 
aims in the past year and have agreed the following for 
2015 to 2016:

1.  To continue to develop its Citizen TV channel 
WORLDbytes and provide further free training 
to individuals and groups, through the 
development and delivery of quality volunteer-
learner opportunities in Citizen TV making and 
the production of programmes.

2.  To ensure WORLDbytes continues to give 
voice to alternative views and benefit the 
public through exploring challenging ideas and 
disseminating programmes which advance 
fresh thinking and are of educational benefit.

3.  To assist unemployed young volunteer-learners 
with work experience opportunties, references 
and credits.

4.  To work with volunteer-learners, to complete 
and disseminate a feature length documentary 
on the life and works of CLR James.

5.  To ensure further funding is secured to 
provide quality training and volunteer-learning 
opportunities supported by professional staff.

6.  To continue financial support to WORLDwrite’s 
Ghanaian partners.

7.  To raise funds to upgrade film equipment, 
improve premises and to develop a small 
reserve.

The charity’s aims for the 
year ahead

Facts and Figures
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Income
During 2014-2015 income received by WORLDwrite 
totalled £158,275. This consisted of £117,050 in 
restricted funds and £41,225 in unrestricted income.
The charity has continued to develop and utilise 
online methods and social media to attract donations 
through the website ‘Justgiving’ and through a PayPal 
account. This has helped volunteers to raise funds 
online. Donations and appeals raised £16,426 in the 
year, a positive increase for this 21st anniversary year. 
The charity’s Friends scheme raised £10,383 including 
Gift Aid claimed from the Inland Revenue. The sale 
of the charity’s films on DVD continued to raise some 
funds along with some second-hand book sales. 
Commisions for the charity’s filming services were a 
break through in the year bringing total sales income to 
£14,364 in unrestricted income.
The charity was delighted to recieve continued support 
from key founding funders for WORLDbytes from 
Bloomberg, the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation and Trust 
for London. The second installment of a grant from 
the heritage Lottery Fund for the CLR James project 
ensured this work has continued on track.

Expenditure
Total expenditure for the year amounted to £134,965. 
WORLDwrite managed to keep the costs of managing 
and administering the charity over the past year down 
to £440 and are grateful to all staff and volunteers 
who have carried out this work unpaid and provided 
resources. This has allowed the charity to maximise 
funding for direct charitable projects in another 
financially dificult year. The charity is particularly grateful 
to its very ‘hands on’ Director for putting in many 
volunteer hours as administrator and tutor.
Peripatetic professional tutors and consultants were 
engaged to tutor in all aspects of film-making, editing 
and web development and the tutors who worked 
for expenses only made many programmes for 
WORLDbytes possible this year.
The charity continued to provide volunteer subsistence 
and travel reimbursement on a regular basis, totalling 
£10,303 in the year, ensuring best practice in volunteer 
engagement and provision.
The charity recognises the need to maintain a 
small free reserve to ensure it is able to respond to 
emergencies and safeguard the future of the charity. 
The charity has also sought to cut costs where 
possible.

Financial review and reserves Statement of Financial Activities  
for the year ended 31 October 2015 
Incoming Resources Notes Unrestricted Restricted 14-15 Total 13-14 Total 
  funds funds
   £ £ £ £
Donations and fund-raising appeals, 2 16,426 0 16,426 12,168
Friends scheme 3 10,383 0 10,383 10,535
Grants received in furtherance  
of the charity’s objectives, 4 0 117,050 117,050 62,600
Activities for generating funds:
Sale of tickets,DVDs,Books,Services 5 14,364 0 14,364 4,283
Bank interest  52  52 83
Unallocated Income    0 0

Total incoming resources  41,225 117,050 158,275 89,670 

Less: cost of generating funds 

Fund-raising costs 6 0 54 54 90

Net incoming resources  
available for charitable application  41,225 116,996 158,221 89,580

Charitable expenditure
Costs of activities in furtherance of the charity’s objectives
Exchange programmes outward  
& inward + partner support 7 1,487   1,487 2,847
Film facility project- News channel 7 19,758 70,090 89,849 67,351
CLR JAMES PROJECT 7 8 27,956 27,964 44,540
Volunteer centre costs 8 151 15,020 15,171 18,281
Managing and administrating the charity 9 2 439 440 669

Total charitable expenditure  21,406 113,505 134,911 133,688

Total resources expended  21,406 113,559 134,965 133,778

Net incoming resources  19,819 3,491 23,310 (44,107)

Total funds brought forward 11 8,176 4,968 13,144 57,251 

Total funds carried forward  27,995 8,459 36,454 13,144

The statement of financial activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year       
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   Notes 31 October 2015 31 October 2014
    £ £
   
Fixed assets   

Tangible assets    10 1,869 3,738
   
Current assets   
Cash at bank & in hand    34,585 9,406
Net current assets    36,454 13,144
   
Current liabilities   
Creditors falling due within one year:   
   
Net current assets    36,454 13,144
   
Funds   
Unrestricted funds: general reserves    27,995 8,176
Restricted funds    8,459 4,968
Total funds   12 36,454 13,144

The report of the trustees and financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees and signed 
on their behalf by:

Signed                                      
Date: 15th February 2016
Toby Marshall Chair of the Trustees

Charity Balance Sheet as at 31 October 2015

1) Principal accounting policies  

(a) Accounting convention
The accounts have been prepared in accordance 
with applicable accounting standards, (the charities 
SORP 2005 Accounting and reporting by charities) 
and comply with the Charities (Accounts and Reports) 
Regulations 2005 issued under the Charities Act 1993.

(b) Incoming resources
Grants, donations and all income are included in the 
financial statements during the period in which they are 
received. All grants received are treated as restricted 
income to be expended according to their intended 
purpose. Grants which are intended to fund activities 
beyond the financial year in which they are received 
are carried forward as a balance to be expended as 
intended in the following year. Income from donations, 
the charity’s friends scheme and appeals is treated as 
unrestricted income and is available for expenditure 
approved by the management committee unless the 
donor has specified the manner in which the income 
is to be spent, in which case it is treated as restricted 
income.

(c) Resources expended
Expenditure is included when incurred. The majority 
of costs are directly attributable to specific activities. 
Certain shared costs are apportioned to activities in 
furtherance of the objects of the charity. Office costs 
and property related costs are apportioned on the 
proportion of floor area occupied by the activity. Staff 
costs and office costs are allocated in the same
proportion as directly attributed staff costs.

(d) Tangible fixed assets and depreciation
All assets costing more than £500 are capitalised. 
Depreciation is not charged on historic artefacts as the 
residual value is considered to be higher than carrying 
value. Furniture and equipment is written off on a 
straight-line basis over their estimated usefulness of 
four years.

Notes forming part of the financial statements for the 
year ended 31 October 2015

(e) Fundraising costs
These include direct expenditure and overhead 
costs of staff and volunteers in the UK who promote 
fundraising, including events.

(f) Costs of managing and administering 
the charity
These represent costs incurred by the organisational 
administration of the charity and compliance with 
constitutional and statutory requirements.

(g) Funds accounting
Funds held by the charity are: Unrestricted general 
funds - these funds which can be used in accordance 
with the charitable objects at the discretion of the 
trustees. Restricted funds – these are funds that can 
only be used for particular restricted purposes within 
the objects of the charity. Restrictions arise when 
specified by the donor or when funds are raised for 
particular restricted purposes. Further explanation of 
the nature and purpose of each fund is included in the 
notes to the accounts.

(h) Taxation
As a registered charity, the organisation is exempt from 
taxation on its income and gains to the extent that they 
are applied for its charitable purposes.
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2 Donations and fund raising appeals  Unrestricted Restricted 14 to 15 Total 13 to 14 Total 
  funds funds
  £ £ £ £
Donations and fund-raising appeals  12,168 0 12,168 18,098
 
Appeals  16,426 0 16,426 12,168
     
3 Friends scheme  Unrestricted Restricted 14 to 15 Total 13 to 14 Total 
  funds funds
  £ £ £ £
Friends scheme  10,383 0 10,383 10,535

4 Grants received in furtherance  
of the charity’s objectives  Unrestricted Restricted 14 to 15 Total 13 to 14 Total 
  funds funds
  £ £ £ £
Jack Petchey awards   4,050 4,050 1,800
HLF Lottery Fund (CLR James)   28,000 28,000 0
Esmee Fairburn Foundation   30,000 30,000 30,000
Trust for London (was CPF)   5,000 5,000 26,000
LCF (Deutschebank)    0 4,800
Bloomberg   50,000 50,000 0
Grants received in furtherance  
of the charity’s objectives  0 117,050 117,050 62,600 
    
5 Sale of tickets/books/DVDs  Unrestricted Restricted 14 to 15 Total 13 to 14 Total 
  funds funds
  £ £ £ £ 
     
Sale of tickets/DVDs  14,364 0 14,364 4,283
     
6 Fund-raising costs  Unrestricted Restricted 14 to 15 Total 13 to 14 Total 
    funds funds
  £ £ £ £ 

Materials/Justgiving  0 54 54 90

7 Costs of activities in furtherance of the charity’s objectives   

 Exchange  Film facility CLR JAMES 14 to 15 Total 13 to 14 Total 
 programme  WORLDbytes 
 outward     

 £ £ £ £ £ 
Rent, utilities & bills  415 1,835 2,250 3,012
Partner support 1,487   1,487 2,847
Equipment (items under £500)  5,676 2,033 7,709 3,686
Depreciation (items over £500)  1,869  1,869 1,869
Tutors  38,155 9,000 47,156 47,270
Volunteer support  5,530 4,773 10,303 15,574
Publicity    0 706
Summit & events  3,329 1,569 4,898 1,450
Wages  31,431 3,868 35,298 30,810
Books/materials/filmstock  923 1,204 2,127 1,601
Subscriptions    0 56
Centre maintenance/H&S/supplies  7 814 821 1,370
Training    0 714
Postage/phones/internet  1,713 1,829 3,542 2,147
Print  383 809 1,192 297
Stationery  250 224 474 277
Insurance  25 7 32 912
Brochures and DVD’s  143  143 140
     
Costs of activities in furtherance  
of the charity’s objectives 1,487 89,849 27,964 119,300 114,738

8 Volunteer centre costs  Unrestricted Restricted 14 to 15 Total 13 to 14 Total 
  funds funds
  £ £ £ £ 

Rent, utilities & bills  49 12,546 12,595 12,975
Centre maintenance/H&S/supplies  102 1,262 1,364 4,132
Insurance   1,212 1,212 1,175 

Volunteer centre costs  151 15,020 15,171 18,281
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9 Managing and administrating the charity
  Unrestricted Restricted 13 to 14 Total 12 to 13 Total 
  funds funds
  £ £ £ £
Postage & phones  2 239 240 232
Program costs    0 154
Printing   200 200 283 

Managing and administrating the charity  2 439 440 669

10 Tangible fixed assets  Unrestricted Restricted 31 October  
  funds funds 2015
  £ £ £
Cost    
As at 1st Nov 2014  10,909 16,369 27,279
Additions    0 
At 31 October 2015  10,909 16,369 27,279
  
Depreciation    
As at 1st Nov 2014  8,872 14,669 23,541
For the year ending 31 Oct 2015  1,019 850 1,869
    
At 31 October 2015  9,891 15,519 25,410
    
Net book value    
At 31 October 2015  1,018 850 1,869
At 31 October 2014  2,037 1,700 3,738

11 Restricted funds  Balance at Incoming Resources Balance  
  1 November 2014 resourources expended 31 October 2015
  £ £ £ £
Jack Petchey awards  *467 4,050 4,159 *358
HLF Lottery Fund (CLR James)  0 28,000 20,592 7,408
Esmee Fairburn Foundation  *241 30,000 30,241 0
Trust for London   *1,193 5,000 5,500 *693
LCF (Deutsche Bank)  3,068 0 3,068 0
Bloomberg  0 50,000 50,000 0
Restricted funds  4,968 117,050 113,560 8,459
    
*Represent equipment not yet fully depreciated 

The nature and purpose of the restricted funds can be 
summarised as follows:  
Bloomberg who assisted with the founding of 
WORLDbytes have remained the charity’s key funder 
for its Citizen TV project.
The Heritage Lottery Fund provided the second 
installment of its key grant for WORLDwrite’s Every 
Cook Can Govern: Documenting the life, works and 
impact of CLR James, multi-media knowledge portal 
and feature documentary project.
The Esmée Fairbairn Foundation has provided 
continued grant support for WORLDwrite’s Citizen TV 

project WORLDbytes.
The Trust for London have continued to fund the 
charity to run its Citizen TV project WORLDbytes.
The Jack Petchey Foundation recognised WORLDwrite 
as a member of its Gold scheme and provided a youth 
achievement awards grant over the year. Awards are 
given to nominated young volunteers at WORLDwrite, 
who may decide how the charity uses the funds. The 
charity was also received two project grants following 
leaders’ awards and a special Crystal award to mark 
the 15th anniversary of the foundation.

12 Analysis of net assets between funds   
  Unrestricted Restricted Total 
  funds funds funds
  £ £ £
Fixed assets    
Cash at bank    
  22,036 27,699 49,735

13 Paid Employees
13.1 Staff costs
  Unrestricted Restricted 14 to 15 13 to 14 
   funds total total
  £ £ £ £
  6291  60,787 67,079    78,080

13.2 FTE in the year    14 to 15 FTE 13 to 14 FTE
Director    1 1
Assistant Director    0 0.25
Volunteer Coordinator    0.75 .75
Admin & marketing assistant    0.50 0.25
Peripatetic Tutors    0.50 0.25
Interns    0.25 0
Total FTE    3.00 2.75
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 WORLDwrite would like to thank its key
funders for the invaluable support they
have provided over the past year, allowing
the charity to maintain a consistent high
standard of work, expand its educational
reach and make an impact.
The charity would also like to congratulate
the hundreds of volunteers who have
taken part in the training provided, seen
programmes through to fruition, provided 
new insights and developed their own
understanding in the process.
A special thank you is due to the charity’s                                          
network of friends in the UK and globally
who have consistently provided intellectual
 and financial resources and continue to  
inspire the charity’s endeavours.
Lastly for some spectacular photographs thank you
to Steve Forrest, Anthony Fernandes, Tom Fenn, 
Chris Sharp & Laura O’Neil and for designing 
this annual report, thank you to Niall Crowley.

Thank youIndependent examiners report to the 
trustees of WORLDwrite
I report on the accounts of the charity WORLDwrite for the period 1 November 2014 to 31 October 2015 set out in
this report.

Respective responsibilities of the Trustees and Examiner
As the trustees of the international youth education project, a charity registered with the Charity Commission, you
are responsible for the preparation of the accounts: you consider that the audit requirements of section 43(2) of the
Charities Act 1993 (the Act) does not apply. It is my responsibility to state, on the basis of procedures specified in
the General Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 43(7)(b) of the Act, whether particular 
matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners.
An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts
presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, 
and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning such matters. The procedures undertaken do not 
provide all the evidence that would be required in the audit, and consequently, I do not express an audit opinion on 
the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner’s Statement
In connection with the examination, no matter has come to my attention:
(i) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements
- to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and
- to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with accounting requirements of 
the Act have not been met; or
(ii) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to
be reached.

Signed     
on this day: 10th February 2016

Jane Sandeman
Member of the Association of Certified Chartered Accountants
98 Beech Hall Road
London
E4 9NX



VIEWSBOX: The Freedom Challenge

A special thank you to the many individuals who took part in the 
charity’s VIEWSBOX: The Freedom Challenge and to all the volunteers 

who made it possible.


