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WORLDwrite
Structure, governance and management

History, objectives, activities
of the trust and public benefit

The trustees who held office during the financial year
are set out on page 1. The trust deed provides for a
minimum of three trustees. When there is a requirement
for new trustees, these are identified and appointed by
the remaining trustees. Over the past year the charity
was administered by a management committee
comprising of:

WORLDwrite’s first youth programmes took place in
1994. The charity was officially constituted under a
trust deed dated the 13th day of February 1997 and
awarded charitable status on the 21st February 1997.
The charity gained DfES recognition as an NVYO
(National Voluntary Youth Organisation) in January
1999 and United Nations DPI accreditation as an NGO
in December 1999.

Toby Marshall...................................................................Trustee and Chair
Kirk Leech........................................................................................Trustee
Dr Shirley Lawes..............................................................................Trustee
Ceri Dingle........................................................ Director & Acting Treasurer
Steve Daley............................................................................Camera Tutor
Marisa Pereira............................................................Volunteer Coordinator
Andrew Hirst..........................................................................Camera Tutor

The trustees annually review the
risks that the charity faces. These
include areas of risk relating to
employing staff, the involvement
of volunteers and work with
young people to ensure best
practice procedures, policies
and insurance cover. The charity
undertakes this review annually
and takes steps to lessen any
strategic or operational risks.

The objects of the charity are to advance the education
of young people between the ages of 13 and 25
inclusive, particularly by way of international exchanges
and tours, in subjects such as history, geography,
politics, international affairs, culture, languages, in
interpersonal relationships and practical life skills so as
to assist young persons in growing to full maturity as
individuals and as members of society.
As trustees we confirm WORLDwrite has complied
with the duty in section 4 of the Charities Act 2006,
with the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations

p

developing Citizen TV makers through the
production of alternative programmes for the
charity’s award winning online School of Citizen
TV, WORLDbytes;

p

assisting young people to develop new skills
and knowledge, to access the world of work,
to become active citizens and to use their
own concerns and ideas to develop educative
programmes;

p

developing and disseminating mediabased educational projects which challenge
contemporary prejudice and stereotypes;

p

promoting local and global understanding and
the advancement of new knowledge to the wider
world through programme making, exchange
partnerships, documentaries and events;

p

encouraging young people and volunteers to
assist their peers locally and globally.

Graham Barnfield..............................................................Education Officer
Carol Dodsworth....................................................Volunteer Representative
Rob Harris..................................................CLR James Project Coordinator
Sadhvi Sharma..........................................................Global Correspondent
Stuart Simpson......................................................................... Accountant
Colin Streater......................................................................... Photographer
Nathalie Theobald...................................................................... Film Maker
Rossa Minogue............................................................................. Producer
Viv Regan........................................................................................ Advisor

of 2008 and Charities Act of 2011 to have due
regard to the Charity Commission’s general guidance
on charities and public benefit, when exercising any
powers or duties to which the guidance is relevant.

Historically, the charity has run global youth exchange
programmes and educational projects often reporting
back ‘on film’. While maintaining global partners,
its global reach and internationalist principles,
the charity gradually evolved to become the filmfocussed educational entity it is today. Today, the
charity endeavours to realise its charitable objectives
by providing free film and media training and by
supporting young people (which the charity refers to as
volunteer-learners) to produce alternative programmes
for broadcast on WORLDbytes, the charity’s online
Citizen TV channel. The charity also produces filmed

WORLDwrite’s charitable objects are enshrined within
its governing documents and the trustees ensure that
these are carried out for public benefit through:
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p

the maintenance of the charity’s unique ‘open
door’ volunteer-learner policy to ensure access
for all;

p

providing free film and digital media training to
young people who could not otherwise afford it;
3

Aims and achievements
of the past year
works for specific educational documentary projects.
Over the past year the charity has also developed
partnerships to provide more opportunities for
young volunteer-learners to improve their future
prospects and to access work opportunities through
commissions, CV workshops, taster sessions, talks
and master-classes.

Our successful film training programmes combine
intensive learning with practical shoots for actual
programmes, reports and documentaries. The charity
directly benefits hundreds of people each year through
its programmes and educational resources, including
free film training. Indirectly the charity’s work reaches
many thousands more through its online Citizen TV
station and the programmes it creates.
Over the past year the charity worked to realise its
public benefit commitment by fulfilling the following
aims as set out in the previous year’s annual report,
these were:
1. To continue to develop its Citizen TV channel
WORLDbytes and provide further free training to
individuals and groups, through the development
and delivery of quality volunteer-learner
opportunities in Citizen TV making and the
production of programmes.
2. To ensure WORLDbytes continues to give voice
to alternative views and benefit the public through
exploring challenging ideas and disseminating
programmes which advance fresh thinking and
are of educational benefit.

For the past year WORLDwrite has had a small paid
staff team consisting of one Director, a Volunteer
Prodcuction Coordinator (now Assistant Director), a
producer and a large number of volunteers with lead
roles and a direct say in the running of all projects. The
charity has a pool of peripatetic tutors – experts in all
aspects of video and filmmaking. We now have 10
DVCAM cameras (8 of which can film in HD - ready
for future wholesale upgrade to HD and ideally 4K), 7
AVID editing suites, capacity to live stream, a dedicated
studio complete with sound proofing, blue screen
back drop, autocue, a large screen for viewings and
teaching, a projector, marquees and inflatable video
booth for indoor and outdoor events and shoots.

Anil: “I learnt a lot of new things: operating a camera,
interviewing people on the streets as well as gaining more
knowledge of what’s going on in the world. It’s great that
I have real experience of how productions are developed
and I’m very proud that I featured in a programme too.”

We also encourage those who want to, to take on
whole programmes, develop fresh ideas and assist
newcomers. Throughout their time working with
us and beyond, we consciously assist individuals’
advancement in whatever field they hope to pursue.
We ensure they are credited, provide references and
recommendations. Many of our volunteer-learner
participants have secured college places and jobs
in the media as a result of their work with us and we
are delighted to have assisted their prospects and
progress.

1. To continue to develop its Citizen TV
channel WORLDbytes and provide
further free training to individuals and
groups, through the development and
delivery of quality volunteer-learner
opportunities in Citizen TV making and
the production of programmes.
Over the period from November 2015 to October
2016, the charity provided six-week volunteer-learner
packages and shorter intensive training packages to
over 307 young people and older citizens from diverse
backgrounds. These professional training packages
encompass all elements of Citizen TV making and
produce quality programmes in the process. Volunteerlearners receive free training and support in: research;
audience targeting; professional camerawork; sound;
lighting; studio and location shooting; interview
technique; presenting; autocue use and digital
marketing alongside discussion of contemporary
issues under-represented in the mainstream media.
Breakdown of participants

3. To assist unemployed young volunteer-learners
with work experience opportunities, references
and credits.
4. To work with volunteer-learners, to complete and
disseminate a feature length documentary on the
life and works of C.L.R. James.
5. To ensure further funding is secured to
provide quality training and volunteer-learning
opportunities supported by professional staff.
6. To continue financial support to WORLDwrite’s
Ghanaian partners.
7. To raise funds to upgrade film equipment,
improve premises and to develop a small reserve.
The charity’s achievements in pursuing these aims over
the year may be summarised as follows:
Having completed a volunteer-learner package, many
continue to volunteer with the charity to refine their
promotional, camera, research or presentation skills.
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Parveen: I’ve always had an interest in film
production – I’m glad to have the chance to
work with the charity as they provide an amazing
opportunity for anyone with a passion in these
areas to gain practical experience.

2. To ensure WORLDbytes continues to
give voice to alternative views and
benefit the public through exploring
challenging ideas and disseminating
programmes which advance fresh
thinking and are of educational benefit.
WORLDbytes Citizen TV programmes have as their
criteria: involvement and engagement of the maximum
number of volunteer-learners possible; subject matter
suggested by volunteers which isn’t already in the
mainstream; programmes which are campaigning
in nature; explore challenging ideas and are of
educational benefit for the makers and the viewer.

Gregory: Before WORLDbytes, I was mainly
interested in the technical side of media rather than
the content. I wanted to learn how to shoot, record
sound and edit. But since I have been here, I have
got more interested in peoples’ views.

formats included ‘Pump it Up’, a discussion style
programme covering big issues which need airing on
inflatable chairs and ‘History Matters’, an examination
with expert guests, of historical events and ways
in which history is used in contemporary contexts.
Volunteers also took to the streets to report on key
issues and develop reportage style short campaigning
videos particularly on civil liberties.

spaces, state snooping, the plastic bag tax, fatty food
fears, PSPO’s, the Prevent strategy, migration panics,
Russia bashing and overpopulation doomongers
who see humans as numbers rather than minds are
definitely OUT. IN for the New Year they argue are
more freedom, more growth, more consumption, open
borders and more people on the planet with unfettered
free speech as the bottom line.

The following programmes, all produced and filmed by
volunteer-learners to an original format, have enjoyed a
wide take up over the past year and extensive viewings
for their watchable, informative and educative content.

History Matters: The Easter Rising
1916 to 2016

public figures and policy makers to respond to their
concerns. The video drew numerous responses at a
time when the referendum was barely news.

European Referendum: what will decide
the vote?

The Political Game Show

Over the past year the charity continued to develop
and produce quality, distinctive programmes which
maximise the number of learners who can work
and learn every aspect of programme making, test
prevailing wisdom and make the finished product their
own. Debates, discussion programmes, interview
based programmes, on the streets and blue screen
studio based programmes, lend themselves to groups
of volunteer-learners getting both behind the camera
and in front to interrogate issues. These also have an
exceptional shelf-life as educative resources online and
many are now taken up, embedded and referred to
in online magazines, blogs, by educational institutions
and even on news programmes. The campaigning
nature of volunteer’s videos is vital too, providing a
platform for lesser known views and voices and for
challenging ideas.

WORLDbytes’ game show has become a popular
annual event. Volunteers design, film and take part in
this tongue-in-cheek look at the year in politics. In this
December 2015 show, the teams along with special
guests were quizzed on microaggressions, genderneutral toys, benevolent sexism and consent classes to
great effect.

Through the charity’s intensive and extensive educative
training packages, over the year we worked with 307
volunteer-learners to produce, launch and promote in
total, 110 broadcast quality programmes. All of these
have been uploaded to WORLDbytes and numerous
video hosting sites, including Vimeo; Viddler; YouTube;
Daily Motion; Mefeedia, UOL, Zugme and CNN ireport.

Santa’s Grotto: What To Wish For

In this packed out public debate arranged by the
Institute of Ideas with Goodenough College a top end
panel discussed what is at stake in the UK referendum
on EU membership. Designed to help students decide
how to vote, WORLDbytes volunteers took part in,
filmed and disseminated this debate to great effect.

This brand new show was developed to interrogate
current perspectives on the past. In this first episode
WORLDbytes volunteers were joined by the coauthors of Who’s Afraid of the Easter Rising? 19162016, to discuss attitudes to the Centenary. The lack
of enthusiasm for the Easter Rising amongst today’s
governing elites are we learn, attempts to dilute the
meaning of Easter 1916 to suit the politics of 2016.
The video won considerable viewings and embeds
globally particularly for the little known point it drew out,
that the rebels’ fight struck the first blow against the
barbarism of the First World War.

March for Europe: a March Against
Democracy?

EU IN or Out Your Shout: Ten Questions

On Saturday 2 July 2016, Remain voters marched
in London, in protest at the British people’s decision
to leave the European Union. Concerned at the
demonisation of Brexit voters, volunteers filmed the
event to reveal what they had to say for themselves.

Ten young people posed ten questions on the EU in
the run up to the referendum and invited politicians,

During the year WORLDbytes used its pioneering
formats such as: ‘Don’t Shout at the Telly: change the
message on it’ (an on-the-sofa discussion programme);
‘The View on the Streets’ (which takes the public
temperature on challenging issues); ‘Views on the
News’ (volunteer-led interrogation of big questions),
to cover a challenging range of issues and ideas to
advance debate and public understanding. New

Pump It Up: Housing
‘Pump It Up’ is an exciting new discussion
show developed by volunteers as a resource for
campaigners. In this first show, volunteers discuss
the housing crisis with James Heartfield, author of

WORLDbytes volunteers set up a Christams grotto
video booth to have their say and challenge the
bah-humbug politics that dominated the year. Safe
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Yaqing: I joined WORLDbytes to make
a difference. While receiving film training, I
developed my critical thinking, gained new
knowledge about current affairs, which really
expanded my horizons.

lessons from the Chartists, the new internationalism
and the global outlook we need. Shared widely and
with considerable viewings volunteers aimed to make
this a pro-democracy campaigning video.

Deep Fat Liars: Byron and the Border Agency

Let’s Build: Why we need five million new homes in the
next ten years. The video has been widely shared and
raised considerable vital debate.

The Views Box

This WORLDbytes Citizen TV project was made
possible thanks to support from the Arsenal
Foundation, Zurich, Jack Petchey Foundation, Free
speech NOW!, Academics For Academic Freedom
and Team London
WORLDbytes innovative VIEWSBOX project was
formally launched at the Barbican at the beginning
of the charity’s financial year. The popular, pop-up
inflatable video booth designed by the project then

toured sites and venues during the year. Following
intensive camera training, volunteer-learners set up
the booth in various locations to film and interview
the public and prominent figures on key issues from
freedom to homelessness. Below are just some
of the more than 60 amazing short videos filmed
on freedom by the project and released during
the year. These have a long shelf life, advance our
understanding and add weight to campaigns.

VIEWS BOX: Freedom and Courage
Dr Ellie Lee, reader in Social Policy at the
University of Kent, argues that the exercise
of freedom demands bravery and courage.

Dr Mike Fitzpatrick, a retired Hackney GP,
argues that we must say no to ‘nudge’
policies in order to safeguard our freedom.

It Should Be News: Invoke Article 50 Now
Concerned to facilitate more direct reporting for
campaigning videos on key issues, volunteers filmed
protesters gathered outside Byron in Holborn after the
news of a sting co-ordinated with the Border Agency
led to the arrest and deportation of scores of migrant
workers. Non-EU migration has been criminalised by
successive governments in Britain whilst the European
Union keeps its borders firmly shut to the rest of the
world. The protesters ask why Britain is open to
products, but not to people?

‘It Should Be News’ is a format developed by
volunteers to cover issues and campaigns getting little
mainstream coverage. In this piece, WORLDbytes
crew interviewed spiked’s Tom Slater, co-ordinator of
the Invoke Article 50 Now! campaign on the failure to
implement the Brexit vote and anti-democratic trends.

Protesting Public Space Protection Orders

Don’t Shout at the Telly: Post Referendum
Britain

Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs) are blanket
powers which allow councils to criminalise and ban
otherwise legal activities within a specified area.
From fines for rough sleeping and begging, to bans
on swearing and socialising, PSPOs only require a
single council officer to judge whether an activity has
a ‘detrimental effect’ on the ‘quality of life’ of an area.
Volunteers filmed this important protest in Hackney,
East London arranged by the Manifesto Club, to assist
in campaigning against the growing disregard for civil
liberties.

In this on the sofa discussion, volunteers quiz spiked
editor Brendan O’Neill on post referendum Britain.
O’Neill takes us on a journey through the Brexit
rebellion, the elitist contempt for ‘oiks’ and the elderly,
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VIEWS BOX: Freedom From Nudge

VIEWS BOX: Freedom From Moral
Busybodies
Christopher Snowdon, the head of Lifestyle
Economics at the Institute of Economic
Affairs, argues that the demands of the
public health lobby must be resisted in the
name of freedom.

VIEWS BOX: Freedom of Speech
Mick Hume, editor-at-large of the online
magazine spiked, delivers a rousing call for
unfettered freedom of speech.

VIEWS BOX: Don’t Kill Freedom
Sandy Starr, communications officer at
Progress Educational Trust (PET), makes a
passionate case for the freedom to intervene
in our biology and warns against provisions
for so-called a ‘right to die.’

VIEWS BOX: Two Tests for Freedom

Jan Macvarish, a sociologist at the
University of Kent, working with the
Centre for Parenting Culture Studies,
poses two tests we need to pass to
advance our liberty.

VIEWS BOX: Freedom and Privacy

VIEWS BOX: Freedom of Speech
Andrew Doyle, a stand-up comedian,
explains that defending freedom of speech
requires us to stand up for views and
people we hate.

Timandra Harkness, a science writer,
broadcaster and comedian, puts the case
for privacy to allow us to control who knows
what we think and hears what we say.
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VIEWS BOX: Freedom and Childhood
Dr Helene Guldberg argues that whilst we
should make a fundamental distinction
between adults and children, today children
are too over-protected leaving them illprepared for freedom and autonomy.

VIEWS BOX: Politics and Freedom
Ian Dunt, editor of Politics.co.uk,
explains why freedom is a central issue
for political life.

VIEWS BOX: Academic Freedom

VIEWS BOX: Thomas Paine Freedom Hero
Dr Graham Barnfield, professor of
journalism at the University of East London
and WORLDwrite Management Comittee
member praises Thomas Paine and his
legacy.

Dennis Hayes, professor of education at the
University of Derby, urges academics to think
the unthinkable and say the unsayable.

VIEWS BOX: Free Speech on Rape
Helen Reece, former Reader in Law at the
London School of Economics and Political
Science, explains how the concept of rape
myths is used by feminists to silence dissent
and shut down debate. Helen Reece sadly
died in 2016 and will be sorely missed by all
who knew her and her inspiring work.

VIEWSBOX and the Free Speech University
rankings (FSUR)
WORLDbytes Citizen TV volunteers filmed
interviews in their inflated pop-up Viewsbox at
the 2016 conference to launch the findings of The
Free Speech University Rankings (FSUR), the UK’s
nationwide analysis of campus censorship. Below
are 10 of the videos produced which were widely
shared and form useful campaigning material.

Nina Iles, Launchpad Project Manager at
British Educational Suppliers Association
(BESA), tells us what freedom means to her.

VIEWS BOX: What Freedom Means

VIEWS BOX: Shocking Findings
Student Adam Allcroft explains why he’s
shocked by the FSUR findings, with his own
university rating for censoriousness going
from amber to red.

VIEWS BOX: Edinburgh University
Ranks Worst
Student Charlie Peters tells us his
university not only censors speech but is
hell bent on behaviour modification.

VIEWS BOX: Press Freedom
Daniel Ben-Ami, journalist and author,
urges journalists not to lose sight of the
importance of a free press.

VIEWS BOX: If You Don’t Like The Joke
Don’t Laugh
Stand-up comedian Andrew Doyle says if
you don’t like a comedy show, just leave.

VIEWS BOX: What Freedom Means
Editor of No Offence magazine, Jacob
Williams tells us the present generation are
not used to their ideas being challenged.

VIEWS BOX: Academic Freedom

VIEWS BOX: Britain is Disappointing
Student Anna Lukina explains why she’s
disappointed with student life in the UK.

VIEWS BOX: Vulnerability
Writer Greg Scorzo argues our resilience
is being undermined by a culture of
censoriousness on campus.

VIEWS BOX: Free Citiezens and the City
Alastair Donald, associated director of
the Future Cities Project and architecture
programme manager at the British Council,
argues that it is free citizens not urban
planners who make city life special.

VIEWS BOX: Freedom and FGM Campaigns
Bríd Hehir, a retired nurse, midwife and
health service manager, challenges the
exaggerated claims made by many antiFGM campaigners and the way in which
they lead the government to discriminate
against women who have undergone FGM.

VIEWS BOX: Je suis Charlie But Not
at Bristol University
Student Ben Kew tells us that censorship at
Bristol University is now scary.

VIEWS BOX: Free Range Kids
Lenore Skenazy, founder of the book, blog
and movement Free-Range Kids, challenges
the criminalisation of parents which results
from the unfounded fear that children are in
constant danger.

VIEWS BOX: Freedom and Trust
Dr Kevin Yuill, senior lecturer in American
History at the University of Sunderland,
argues that support for the second
amendment of the US constitution is an
acid test for one’s belief in freedom.

VIEWS BOX: Free Speech Trumps
Hate Speech
Student Elrica Degirmen argues that without
free speech we cannot debate issues and
without debate we cannot progress. Nothing
should be off limits.

VIEWS BOX: Freedom to Smoke
Simon Clark, director of the smokers’ lobby
group Forest and its sister campaign, Action
on Consumer Choice, calls for an end to the
excessive regulation of smoking.

VIEWS BOX: 24 Hour Freedom
Alan Miller, Chairman of the Night
Time Industries Association attacks
the regulation that restricts leisure and
business at night-time and calls for
freedom round the clock.

Mariam Namzie spokesperson for the Council
of ex-Muslims of Britain tells us hate speech
law is being used to censor minorities.

VIEWS BOX: Freedom and Faith

Rania Hafez, programme leader for MA
Education at the University of Greenwich
and a Fellow of the Muslim Institute, urges
us to have faith in freedom and calls for the
freedom to have a faith.

VIEWS BOX: Freedom and Autonomy
Nikos Sotirakopoulos, a lecturer at
the Department of Social Sciences in
Loughborough University, argues that we
should be free to make our own choices.

Joanna Williams, Director of the Centre
for the Study of Higher Education at the
University of Kent and Education Editor of
spiked, argues that fear of causing offence
must never get in the way of academic
freedom.
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VIEWS BOX: Lad Culture

Filmmaker Dan Clayton tells us that while
investigating extremism at universities,
perversely, so called ‘lad culture’ is seen
as the biggest threat.

VIEWS BOX: Hate Speech
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WORLDbytes was once again the official media
partner at the Battle of Ideas Festival at the
Barbican. Our Citizen TV School trained and enabled
a crew of 60 volunteer-learners to film, help out and
attend debates. It provided a unique opportunity
for participants to listen and film internationally
renowned speakers, to take part in the most
forward-looking, free thinking festival around and
be the ‘media professionals’ at this prestigious
event. Forty five debates were filmed, edited and
distributed during the year bringing discussions led
by exceptional global speakers to a new audience.
These have been widely shared and viewed and are
now available as valuable educative resources.

Rape Culture: menace or myth? Do we live
in a rape culture? Does sexism in wider society
mean that rape has become normalised today,
or has the threat and prevalence of rape been
overblown? Is it helpful to describe society as a
‘rape culture’ or does the idea make us unduly
wary about the perils we face in our intimate
lives?

What is a Good Death: can science and
medicine tell us? Some argue medicine has
become so fixated on attempting to ‘stave off
death’ that expensive and intrusive procedures
are administered to the terminally ill, despite
evidence of any great benefit. Can medicine
tell us when or how a patient should be
allowed to die?

After Ferguson: policing and race in America
How prevalent and significant is racism in the
police today in the US? Many non-Americans
view the US as particularly violent and crimeridden, with a bad record of racial animosity. Is
this just a continuation of the past or are there
new factors to consider? Is America uniquely
racist? And what are the solutions?

Do Anti-Bullying Policies Build Character?
Is there a danger that ubiquitous anti-bullying
initiatives make children fearful of interactions
with their friends and contribute to a generation
of ‘cotton wool’ kids? And why have schools,
policymakers, the media and academia
become so preoccupied with bullying?

Can the UK Economy Survive Brexit? Does
the EU solve or confound economic problems?
Would the UK have a chance to thrive or be
lucky to survive after Brexit? Or is Britain’s
relationship with the EU a political rather than
economic question?

Travelling for a Change: the new ethical
tourism Volunteer holidays and ethical gap
years are a staple feature of university life
and travel supplements, and have become a
rite of passage for ambitious young people
with altruistic intent. Is volunteer tourism
driven as much by a quest for adventure
and personal growth as it is by altruism?
And if so, is that a problem?

Why Are Young People Joining ISIS? Why
have hundreds of young Brits abandoned their
relatively prosperous lives in a free society
to join a vicious band of nihilists? Speakers
on this panel share rare insights, from the
‘frontline’ in UK schools to interviews with
Jihadists to warnings of what is to come.

Does pink really stink? The gender-neutral
parenting debate If you let Jodie play with
Barbie, are you implicitly endorsing the
objectification of women? If Johnny is allowed
to dress up as a soldier, might he end up a
macho misogynist? Is gender neutral parenting
the way forward, or are we just displacing
adult concerns around gender onto children?

The End of Boozy Britain? Much of the
discussion surrounding alcohol in Britain these
days views it either as a threat to our livers
or public order. But what about the relaxation
and fun that alcohol is part of? Don’t the vast
majority of drinkers act sensibly and know their
limits?

Can Children do Philosophy? The
‘Philosophy For Children’ (P4C) movement
aims to help children even at primary school
to think for themselves using a wide variety
of materials to instigate questioning and
inquiry. But in its focus on self-expression
over the works of philosophers, could P4C
be undermining the development of genuine
autonomy and creativity?

The NHS: still worth defending? Politicians
and parties compete to be seen to be
supporting the NHS and rarely question
whether it is the best way to take care of the
nation’s health. Is the NHS everyone queues
up to defend more national myth than effective
health care?

Statute overload: are there too many laws?
Legislation is expanding at a great pace into
areas previously considered private or informal
- often undermining our ability to deal with
issues ourselves. Why have legislative solutions
to social problems become so popular among
politicians?

Gentrify This: the pros and cons of urban
dvevelopment There is growing resentment by
some at gentrification pricing out or excluding
poorer local residents. But isn’t it simply the
healthy development of poor areas which,
a generation ago, were being abandoned
by population flight? Does growth and
development generally improve residents’ lives
in deprived areas or simply price them out?

From Literature to Twitter: the death of the
reader? The Internet has vastly increased
our exposure to text and by most measures,
literacy would appear to be in a healthier
state than ever. But increasingly schools and
public bodies take an instrumental approach
to reading because of its purported benefits to
mental health and IQ. Is reading just a technical
skill or does what we read still matter?

Eugenics: myth and reality We now have
more understanding of our genes than ever
before and the capacity to alter them in order
to resolve congenital medical conditions. But
such developments often inspire resistance
and are described as ‘eugenic’. Do today’s
breakthroughs really resemble past horrors or
are these simply invoked by those who fear
gene manipulation today?

Religious Tolerance: can we keep the
faith? The modern, secular West prides
itself on tolerating all religions and none.
But developments such as student unions
banning pro-life groups promoting Christian
beliefs to those censoring ex-Muslims who
may offend Muslim students, alongside the
government’s Prevent strategy, suggest
tolerance is waning.

Is Technology Limiting Our Humanity? In an
era of seemingly rapid technological expansion,
technology is widely praised for simplifying
menial tasks and reducing the likelihood of
human error. But are humans just advanced
information processing machines or is there
something unique about human judgement,
knowledge and ingenuity which are threatened
by the drive to quantify and process data?

Can Big Data Save the World? One of the
biggest barriers to development in poorer
countries has been a lack of good data to
inform economic and social decision-making.
But having lots of data is not the same as
being able to use it. Has our fascination with
data become a displacement activity for the
ambitious development required to tackle
poverty?

Campus Wars: Safe or Sanitised? No
Platform policies, which originally banned
fascist speakers, are now used to ‘protect’
students from a wide range of controversial
ideas from both the left and the right. The panel
discuss this growing hostility towards free
speech on campus and interrogate the wider
social trends that underpin it.

Plantation politics: is industrial
farming bad for the developing world?
New agricultural techniques promise a
second green revolution. But Western
environmentalists accuse agribusiness of
imposing new products on poor farmers.
Are worried Westerners making things
harder for the developing world by opposing
products like GM crops and palm oil?

The battle over breasts #FreeTheNipple
and No More Page 3 see breasts as too
‘sexualised’. Government campaigns
alongside activist ‘feed-ins’ seek to promote
breastfeeding. Public health campaigns warn of
the dangers of breast cancer. Why is there so
much focus on women’s breasts?

We the People, you the Mob? Censorious
Twitterstorms can have a huge impact on
the individuals on the receiving end. Is this
mob rule or the emptying out of politics and
serious debate? Is technology to blame or
does it simply reflect and amplify the incessant
hounding of individuals?
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End of the East Asian Economic Miracle?
The rapid recoveries experienced by the
emerging economies have been contrasted
with the sluggish recoveries in the advanced
economies of America, Europe and Japan.
More recently, however, the talk is of a great
unravelling of the emerging markets story. Are
these problems just a blip or did the world get
carried away with talk of an economic miracle?

From Plazamania to Garden Bridge: why
the fuss about public space? It has long
been a worry that public spaces have become
steadily privatised – but nowadays, there is an
insistence that notionally private spaces be
opened up to the public. But who comprises
the public that designers and politicians
constantly invoke?

Young Arab Voices: Resisting Radicalisation
A group of young adults from across the Arab
world brought together by Young Arab Voices
discuss the radicalisation of their peers in the
Middle East. What are the lives of young Arabs
really like compared with their portrayal in the
West? How do they resist radicalisation and win
the battle of ideas in the region?

Do High Streets Still Need Shops? In recent
years, traditional high street retailers have
faced many problems, amid concerns that the
decline of high streets could deprive smaller
towns of a focus for the community. Should
government intervene to shape our high streets
and how do the rest of us get a say - through
the ballot box, campaigns or our wallets?

From Tsunamis to Terror Attacks: do we
need resilient cities? As the phrase ‘resilient
cities’ becomes more ubiquitous, many
urbanists become preoccupied with the
potential failures of cities, rather than their
successes. Should we be concerned that the
talk today is of ‘future-proofing’ and ‘resilience’,
in place of grander ambitions for bigger and
better urban development?

From HS2 to Virtual Reality: the new
industrial revolution? After the financial
crash, there was much talk about the need
to ‘rebalance’ the UK economy towards
manufacturing. Will the excitement around
new technology translate into increased
productivity? Or are UK businesses and
government too wary of investing in largescale projects?

Should we Wage War on Poverty Pay? Outside
of free-market think-tank circles, it is universally
accepted as a standard below which no decent
employer must stoop. Zero hour contracts
are also controversial, but advocates say job
creation in a depressed economic climate trump
arguments about secure pay. Is any job better
than none? Why can’t our economy generate
enough well-paid work to go round?

Uber and Out: is there a future for driving?
In recent years, the autonomous driverless car
has gone from technological pipe-dream to
very real prospect. For the 20th century, the
car was the ultimate symbol of freedom and
independence. What are the implications of
driverless cars for the transport of the future
and what does their emergence reveal about
our attitudes to autonomy?

Start-up Nation: are entrepreneurs the
future? There is particular excitement around
tech start-ups. But in glamorising the virtues of
being one’s own boss, do we neglect the reality
that most of us will work for others? Or does
our obsession with small start-ups blind us to
the UK’s wider economic problems?

Balloon Debate: what’s the best invention
ever? This balloon debate sees panellists try
to convince the audience of their choice for
the best invention ever. Should we laud those
who came up with something first, those who
perfected it or those who made it popular? Do
we celebrate the collective effort of inventions
developed over centuries or the individual who
dreamed it to life?

Can we teach creativity? The 2015 report
by the Warwick Commission argued that
creativity and the arts were being ‘squeezed
out’ of schools. Proponents of knowledge-led
education counter that creativity can only arise
if one first has a mastery of subject-knowledge.
Advocates of liberal education also argue the
arts and culture should be taught for their own
sake, not how they might serve the economy.

From devolution to Northern Powerhouse:
is this the Age of Regions? The political
and economic influence of our regional cities
has declined significantly. Will devolution
really revive democratic participation and
civic engagement or is central government
abdicating its responsibility to bind the nation
together in pursuit of a politics that transcends
regional differences?

unemployed or very low waged, securing additional
opportunities to assist their broader prospects is hugely
beneficial for everyone involved. As such, we have
arranged special workshops and opportunities which
have provided groups of volunteer-learners with
essential knowledge and insights to access the
professional media world.

3. To assist unemployed young volunteerlearners with work experience
opportunities, references and credits.

As the world of education, formal and informal has
become so ‘instrumentalised’ particularly to address
unemployment, it is not surprising that we are regularly
asked whether our Citizen TV training and programme
making improves the career prospects of those
directly involved. A survey we carried out in April 2016
answers this question: 89% of young adults who form
the charity’s ‘master crew list’, said that the training
we provided helped them enter the world of work,
education or further training. 74.97% also said that
they have been able to use the training or voluntary
work with the charity on their CV.

Due to it’s growing public profile, WORLDwrite is
currently faced with numerous applications from young
people looking for professional media experience that
is credited, as in the media world or to acccess further
education, credits are currency. Many are pointed in
our direction by local schools and colleges who hope
they will develop an understanding of the working
media world. We are also getting a lot more
unemployed graduates than in the past who are
desperate for experience to improve their CVs and job
prospects. More than 50 references were requested by
volunteer-learners for jobs and college places in the
past year.

The following comments and feedback
from the survey are also illustrative:
‘I now work as a freelancer and have researched,
produced and reported on shows broadcasted on TV
and online, including Community Channel and London
Live. I wouldn’t have been able to do any of this
without the foundation that WORLDbytes gave me.’
‘WORLDbytes was integral to my finding my chosen
career path in media. I would not have the same
direction, skills and experience that I have today if it
were not for WORLDbytes. Through their help I now
feel like I can stand out as an impressive media job
candidate.’
‘I have been accepted onto a BBC work experience
placement as a result of the camera training
and involvement in broader current affairs which
WORLDbytes gave me. I’m very thankful.’
‘My training at WORLDbytes was extremely useful. I
have now launched a successful career in freelance
journalism, writing for the likes of Al Jazeera and VICE
on a full-time basis.’

The training we provide and programmes we produce,
are intended to advance new ideas, encourage critical
debate, promote citizenship and support lesser known
campaigns for social change. We do recognise
however, that since the majority of those we involve are
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‘WORLDbytes helped me gain skills to begin a
successful career in the Television industry. It is one
of the greatest charities I’ve ever come across, as
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Anastasia: I was able to develop new filming skills
and experience of using a camera in a professional
setting. I enjoyed being involved in filming the Battle
of Ideas as well, due to the scale of the event and to
widen my knowledge.

Award winning volunteers

they are hands on with the help that they give. At
WORLDbytes they make you feel supported and
they provide you with professional training that would
otherwise have been impossible for me to afford.’
‘My time volunteering with WORLDwrite helped
show that I had a serious commitment to television,
production and current affairs. I think it was invaluable
on getting a place on Channel 4 Dispatches
Investigative Journalism Scheme.’

We are delighted too, thanks to the Jack Petchey
Foundation, that our young volunteers were able to
collect important awards for their endeavours during
the year, some of whom collected their Youth
Achievement Awards at special events.

‘WORLDbytes is an incredible organisation that
encourages young people to think outside the box.
It also provides young people with the confidence
to explore and speak out against the immoralities of
society which is what the media industry is looking for.’
The charity also filmed to great effect with young
participants from Headstart and with a large group
from NCS the Challenge. Further exciting partnerships
were developed during the year, to facilitate work
experience opportunities with WORLDbytes for
young people from St Lawrence University, Inspire,
Haverstock School, Ellen Wilkinson School and Tech
City College.

Marian: I now have the ability to set-up and operate
a camera successfully in order to film high-quality
programmes. This course enabled me to use my
creative ability to produce highly informative thoughtprovoking TV programmes.

4. To work with volunteer-learners, to
further the development of a knowledge
portal and ultimately a feature length
documentary on the life and works of
C.L.R. James.

WORLDwrite finally completed and launched its longawaited documentary film during the year. Made by
over 200 volunteers, the film is the result of a five year
project run by the charity. The project includes an
online knowledge portal at www.clrjames.uk featuring
filmed lectures, a timeline of James’ life, summaries of
his work and recommended reading.

is also greatly admired for its celebration of cricket and
indictment of colonialism.

The final film is the first feature-length documentary
to explore the life, writings and politics of the great
Trinidad-born revolutionary C.L.R. James who died in
Brixton in 1989. The film interweaves never before seen
footage of C.L.R. James with unique testimony from
those he knew, alongside interviews with the world’s
most eminent scholars of James’ life, work and politics.

Launched in April 2016, the film has enjoyed packed
out premieres in London and in Port of Spain, Trinidad.
Very well- received screenings have taken place at the
Ritzy Cinema Brixton, Hackney Picture House, Rich
Mix, the GLA, Selby Centre, Brent Town Hall, Kings
College, the Barbican, Queen Mary University, Brixton
Library, Canterbury Christ Church University, London
South Bank University, at the East Midlands Salon in
Derby, Edinburgh Book Fair and at the WORLDwrite
Centre in East London. Over 500 DVDs have been
sold which has helped towards the project’s costs and
expensive archive.

From colonialism to cricket, from Marxism to the
movies, from slavery to Shakespeare – James’ ideas,
we learn, were shaped by a voracious love of reading
and belief in mankind as history makers. James
remained an uncompromising anti-colonialist and
anti-Stalinist, unafraid to criticise the failures of his
own mentees, including Eric Williams, the first Prime
Minister of Trinidad and Tobago and Kwame Nkrumah,
Ghana’s first President. During his 15 year sojourn
in the USA, initially invited by Trotsky to address the
‘Negro question,’ James established a rare voice in
opposition to World War II, telling us this was a war
for empire. Followed by the security services in Britain
and in the USA, he is eventually imprisoned on Ellis
Island where he crafts his lesser known masterpiece
Mariners, Renegades and Castaways.

The reviews and comments have been
tremendous too, they include:

Explored in the film, are some of his most celebrated
works, The Black Jacobins (1938) and Beyond A
Boundary (1963). Black Jacobins debunked the myth
that aristocratic do-gooders were responsible for
the abolition of slavery and tells the true story of the
successful slave revolution in Haiti. Beyond A Boundary
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‘Among the more than a thousand films I have
reviewed over the past 24 years, Every Cook Can
Govern: Documenting the life, impact & works
of C.L.R. James earns pride of place as the most
intelligent, serious and passionate application of
Marxism among all of them…..’ Louis Proyect
17

Ann: The team at WORLDwrite were amazing and
very helpful, giving me an insight into the world of TV.
I received camera training, which was very thorough,
and learned about the promotional work that you
need to do after filming.

the man’s political mission justice. Everyone does
have ‘their’ CLR James, though. The Q&A afterwards,
with top Trinidad-based James scholar Bridget
Brereton, was telling. She hailed James as Trinidad’s
heroic Renaissance man – a man of letters with many
interests. I begged to differ. He was indeed a man of
letters, but he had a purpose. He gave up being a
cricket correspondent for the ‘Manchester Guardian’
and the comfortable life of a novelist to change the
world. Marxists like James were not all weirdos, cut off
from society and writing in unintelligible jargon. Serious
20th-century revolutionaries engaged in and wrote
about all aspects of life. As our film shows, everything
James wrote had a political purpose.

‘I would encourage everyone to see Every Cook Can
Govern. And let C.L.R. James be your guide: you will
have a world to discover, and there is no better source
that I know of in doing so than this labour of love from
the makers of what is truly a heroic, magnificent work
of art!’ Professor Robert A. Hill, Literary Executor
of C.L.R. James
‘This truly remarkable documentary – an incredible
collective labour of love by its makers – gives us not
only a wonderful portrait of C.L.R. James but also
illuminates how he revolutionised our understanding
of the historic relationship of black people to Western
Civilisation.’ Dr Christian Høgsbjerg, Author C.L.R.
James in Imperial Britain

Fabian: I joined WORLDbytes not only to hone my
practical film-making skills, but more importantly to
challenge my views and the views held by others
about the issues and narratives which pervade the
world as we know it.

an engaging and compelling fashion.

exceptional support provided by the Trinidad & Tobago
film festival team.

The full diary of the Director’s visit to Trinidad, volunteer
crew members, contributors, project news, screening
details and reviews are available on the project’s
knowledge portal at www.clrjames.uk

The charity would like to commend the outstanding
voluntary contribution of the film’s Co-Director Rob
Harris and the more than 200 volunteers involved in
making the film, who learned much in the process and
without whom this now acclaimed documentary would
not have been possible. The charity would also like to
thank the contributors to the film who’s testimonies,
brought to life the works of a lesser known hero in such

The trailer, DVD and review

With special thanks to all who helped make the
completion of this project and final film possible.

‘This film does full justice to C.L.R. James – great anticolonialist and revolutionary humanist. In every period
of his life he sought to understand the past in order to
change the future; an example, which we in the present
would do well to learn.’ Alan Hudson, University of
Oxford
Every Cook Can Govern is a stunning contribution to
the documentary genre; not just majestic in the breadth
and depth of its portrayal of CLR’s political life and
works, but also a refreshing testament to the power of
the collective in the production and presentation of the
film. Eve Kay, Executive Producer, 7Wonder

The Oilfields Workers’ Trade Union (OWTU) hosted the
third screening of ‘Every Cook Can Govern’ at the
festival, thanks to its chief education officer Ozzi
Warwick, who also stars in the film. Several rows of
young workers, in their pale-blue oil-worker shirts, were
joined by older Trinidadians and some big names,
many of whom had known James. I felt unworthy, but
the film was well-received. The Q&A, while resembling
a 1980s political gathering, was very exciting. It’s great
to get a grilling from those in the know...

Birthplace of a revolutionary

Ceri Dingle, the charity’s director, took the documentary
to Trinidad: An excerpt from her diary:
The Trinidad and Tobago Film Festival is major-league.
It has a fantastic Caribbean and world strand, and we
were treated like divas. It was a strange experience.
‘Every Cook Can Govern’ is an uncompromisingly
Marxist film about a man with unshakeable principles:
CLR railed against Imperial Britain; put the historic lie
that Wilberforce ended the British slave trade to bed;
heckled Marcus Garvey; was imprisoned as a Trot;
opposed the Second World War; championed the
‘dead white European male’-dominated canon; and
was persona non grata in his home country for two
decades.

The full diary is available at www.clrjames.org
The film is now available on DVD
The charity is planning further screenings across the
UK and globally and welcomes school, university and
college screenings, for which it does not charge.
The charity is most grateful to the British Council in
Trinidad & Tobago for their support in funding the
charity’s Director to attend the festival, for an amazing
reception at the British High Commission and for the

At a packed-out screening (many had to stand), the
reception to the film was fabulous. We’d clearly done
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The charity’s aims for the year
ahead

in Ghana. Donations were raised and transferred to
the following Ghanaian partners for their educational
benefit and maintenance. Millicent Kumeni and family,
DeRoy Kwesi Andrew and family, Abraham Godbless,
Patience Agbetti, for six families in Tsibu Bethel village
and for Old Fadama community members in Accra.

5. To ensure further funding is secured to
provide quality training and volunteering
opportunities supported by professional
staff.

The Trustees believe the charity has more than
met its aims in the past year and have agreed
the following for 2015 to 2016:

7. To raise funds to upgrade film
equipment, improve premises and to
develop a small reserve.

1. To continue to develop its Citizen TV
channel WORLDbytes and provide further
free training to individuals and groups,
through the development and delivery of
quality volunteer-learner opportunities in
Citizen TV making and the production of
programmes.

As well as arranging appeals, online second-hand
books sales and an online shop to fund equipment,
improve premises and to establish a small reserve for
the charity, WORLDwrite - WORLDbytes volunteers
were very creative and pioneering with their fundraising
activities. They organised a sponsored People’s
Charter at the Battle of Ideas festival at the Barbican
and a garden makeover to great effect.

While this has been a hard year financially, the
recognition gained by the charity for WORLDbytes
its Citizen TV channel and the educative service it
provides, has assisted in the procurement of funding to
maintain quality training and volunteering opportunities.
Film-based partnerships with the Battle of Ideas have
continued to introduce volunteer-learners to highlevel debates and advance ideas conveyed by global
experts in their respective fields. Partnership with
Bloomberg and their willingness to share vital skills with
our volunteer-learners, continued to provide a rare and
invaluable experience in professional news production
for all who took part.

Some fees for services were also won from
organisations using the charity’s film-making
experience and production facilities. A new partnership
with BESA, the British Education Suppliers Association
was particularly valuable, providing volunteers with
considerable paid filming and editing experience of
their inspiring conferences and events.
As a result, the charity was able to invest in additional
HD digital recording equipment. Upgraded software
was also purchased during the year to aid editing,
uploading and volunteer-learners’ programme
promotion work.

2. To ensure WORLDbytes continues to give
voice to alternative views and benefit the
public through exploring challenging ideas
and disseminating programmes which
advance fresh thinking, are of educational
benefit and use as campaign tools.
3. To assist unemployed young volunteerlearners with work experience
opportunties, references and credits.

Facts and Figures

Viewings have remained steady on the WORLDbytes
channel with peaks of up to 1000 viewings per day for
specific new programmes uploaded.

4. To continue screenings, dissemination and
promotion of the charity’s feature length
documentary on the life and works of CLR
James.

YouTube viewings have increased and show
approximately 179,095 viewings in the year for
uploaded videos and within the year there were 381
embeds of WORLDbytes videos from YouTube on to
other sites and magazines.

5. To ensure further funding is secured to
provde quality training and volunteerlearning opportunities supported by
professional staff.

On average WORLDbytes videos reached audiences
totalling on average 30,000 viewings per month across
video hosting sites.

6. To continue financial support to
WORLDwrite’s Ghanaian partners.
7. To raise funds to upgrade film equipment,
improve premises and to develop a small
reserve.

6. To continue financial support to
WORLDwrite’s Ghanaian partners.

The charity would have liked to have contributed more
than has been possible in the past year to partners
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Financial review and reserves
Income

financially difficult year. The charity is particularly
grateful to its very ‘hands on’ Director and Assistant
Director for putting in many volunteer hours.

During 2015-2016 income received by WORLDwrite
totalled £101,459. This consisted of £ 47,454 in
restricted funds and £ 54,005 in unrestricted income.

Peripatetic professional tutors and consultants were
engaged to tutor in all aspects of film-making, editing
and web development and the tutors who worked
for expenses only made many programmes for
WORLDbytes possible this year.

The charity has continued to develop and utilise
online methods and social media to attract donations
through the website ‘Justgiving’ and through a PayPal
account. As ‘Justgiving’ has greatly increased charges,
the charity also looked for new ways to accept online
donations and was accepted by the new online giving
organisation ‘Wonderful’, which takes nothing from
donors or from charities for its excellent service. This
has helped volunteers to raise funds online. Donations
and appeals raised £20,269 in the year. The charity’s
Friends scheme raised £18,031 including Gift Aid
claimed from H.M.R.C. The sale of the charity’s films on
DVD raised increased funds during the year due to the
release on DVD of it’s film Every Cook Can Govern: The
Life, impact & works of C.L.R. James. Second-hand
book sales via the charity’s Amazon store remained
steady. Commissions for the charity’s filming services
were a breakthrough in the year bringing total sales
income to £15,698 in unrestricted income.

The charity continued to provide volunteer subsistence
and travel reimbursement on a regular basis, ensuring
best practice in volunteer engagement and provision.
The charity recognises the need to maintain a
small free reserve to ensure it is able to respond to
emergencies and safeguard the future of the charity.
The charity has also sought to cut costs where
possible.

Statement of Financial Activities
for the year ended 31 October 2016
Incoming Resources
Notes
Unrestricted
		funds

Restricted
funds

15-16 Total

14-15 Total

£

£

£

£

20,269

16,426

Donations and fund-raising appeals

2

20,269

0

Friends scheme

3

18,031

0

10,383

Grants received in furtherance of
the charity’s objectives

18,031

4

0

47,454

47,454

117,050

15,698

14,364

Activities for generating funds:	 	 	 	 	 
Sale of DVDs, Books, Services

5

15,698

Bank interest	 	

0

7	 	

7

52

101,459

158,276

	 	 	 	 	 
Total incoming resources	 	

54,005

47,454

	 	 	 	 	 
Less: cost of generating funds	 	 	 	 	 
Fund-raising costs

6

244

0

244

54

101,215

158,222

	 	 	 	 	 
Net incoming resources available for
charitable application	 	

53,761

47,454

	 	 	 	 	 
Charitable expenditure	 	 	 	 	 

Costs of activities in furtherance of the charity’s objectives	 	 	 	 	

The charity was delighted to receive continued support
from Trust for London, key founding funders for
WORLDbytes. The charity was also delighted to receive
small grants from Team London, Zurich, the Arsenal
Foundation, Jack Petchey Foundation and Starbucks.
The final instalment of a grant from the Heritage Lottery
Fund for the C.L.R. James project was also a huge
help. Unrestricted donations were also received from
organisations including Academics for Academic
Freedom (AFAF), Barnes Projects Ltd, Bank of England
as nominated by staff and the Vibe Bar, along with
donations from very generous individuals for which the
charity is extremely grateful.

Exchange programmes outward & inward
+ partner support

7

Film facility project- WORLDbytes

7

31,684

16,030

Views box

7

13,463

11,966

C.L.R. James project

7

15,039

15,408

Volunteer centre costs

8

8,233

4,254

Managing and administrating the charity

9

1,090

0

1,604	 	

1,604
47,714

1,487
89,849

25,429	 
30,447
12,487

27,964
15,171

1,090

440

118,771

134,911

	 	 	 	 	 
Total charitable expenditure	 	

71,113

47,658

	 	 	 	 	 
Total resources expended	 	

Expenditure

71,357

47,658

119,015

134,965

	 	 	 	 	 

Total expenditure for the year amounted to £119,015.
WORLDwrite managed to keep the costs of managing
and administering the charity over the past year down
to £1090 and are grateful to all staff and volunteers
who have carried out this work unpaid and provided
resources. This has allowed the charity to maximise
funding for direct charitable projects in another

Net incoming resources	 	
Total funds brought forward

11

(17,352)
27,995

(205)

8,459

(17,556)

23,310

36,454

13,144

18,898

36,454

	 	 	 	 	 
Total funds carried forward	 	

10,643

8,254

The statement of financial activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year
22
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Charity Balance Sheet as at 31 October 2016

Notes forming part of the financial statements for the year
ended 31 October 2016

		
			

Notes 31 October 2016 31 October 2015

				

£

£

0

1,869

			
Fixed assets			
Tangible assets 			

10

			
Current assets			
Accrued income 			
Cash at bank & in hand				

18,898

34,585

		 	 
Net current assets				

18,898

36,454

18,898

36,454

Unrestricted funds: general reserves				

10,643

27,995

Restricted funds				

8,254

8,459

12

18,898

36,454

			
Current liabilities			
Creditors falling due within one year:			

			
Net current assets				
			
Funds			

Total funds			

The report of the trustees and financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees and signed
on their behalf by:
Signed
Date: 3rd February 2017
Toby Marshall Chair of the Trustees

(a) Accounting convention

(e) Fundraising costs

The financial statements have been prepared in
accordance with the accounting policies set out in
notes to the accounts and comply with the charity’s
governing document, the Charities Act 2011 and
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement
of recommended Practice applicable to charities
preparing their accounts in accordance with the
Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities
published on 16 July 2014.

These include direct expenditure and overhead
costs of staff and volunteers in the UK who promote
fundraising, including events.

(b) Incoming resources

(g) Funds accounting

(f) Costs of managing and administering
the charity
These represent costs incurred by the organisational
administration of the charity and compliance with
constitutional and statutory requirements.

Grants, donations and all income are included in the
financial statements during the period in which they are
received. All grants received are treated as restricted
income to be expended according to their intended
purpose. Grants which are intended to fund activities
beyond the financial year in which they are received
are carried forward as a balance to be expended as
intended in the following year. Income from donations,
the charity’s friends scheme and appeals is treated as
unrestricted income and is available for expenditure
approved by the management committee unless the
donor has specified the manner in which the income
is to be spent, in which case it is treated as restricted
income.

Funds held by the charity are: Unrestricted general
funds - these funds which can be used in accordance
with the charitable objects at the discretion of the
trustees. Restricted funds – these are funds that can
only be used for particular restricted purposes within
the objects of the charity. Restrictions arise when
specified by the donor or when funds are raised for
particular restricted purposes. Further explanation of
the nature and purpose of each fund is included in the
notes to the accounts.

(h) Taxation
As a registered charity, the organisation is exempt from
taxation on its income and gains to the extent that they
are applied for its charitable purposes.

(c) Resources expended
Expenditure is included when incurred. The majority
of costs are directly attributable to specific activities.
Certain shared costs are apportioned to activities
in furtherance of the objects of the charity. Office
costs and property related costs are apportioned on
the proportion of floor area occupied by the activity.
Staff costs and office costs are allocated in the same
proportion as directly attributed staff costs.

(d) Tangible fixed assets and depreciation
All assets costing more than £500 are capitalised.
Depreciation is not charged on historic artefacts as the
residual value is considered to be higher than carrying
value. Furniture and equipment is written off on a
straight-line basis over their estimated usefulness of
four years.
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2 Donations and fund raising appeals		
Unrestricted
		funds

Restricted
fund

15 to 16 Total

14 to 15 Total

		

£

£

£

£

Donations and fund-raising appeals		

20,269

0

20,269

16,426

7 Costs of activities in furtherance of the charity’s objectives			
Exchange Film facility
Views
CLR
15 to 16
14 to 15
programme WORLDbytes
Box
James
Total
Total
outward					

					
3 Friends scheme		
Unrestricted
		funds

Restricted
funds

15 to 16 Total

14 to 15 Total

		£

£

£

£

Friends scheme		

0

18,031

10,383

18,031

Restricted
funds

15 to 16 Total

14 to 15 Total

		£

£

£

Team London			

5,000

Jack Petchey awards			

3,000

5,000

Arsenal Foundation			

2,400

HLF Lottery Fund (C.L.R. James)			

7,000

Esmee Fairbairn Foundation				
Trust for London 			

18,000

UK Youth Generation Starbucks			

1,000

Ayn Rand			

8,054

Zurich			

3,000

Bloomberg				

15,698

3,000
2,400
7,000
0
18,000
1,000
8,054
3,000
0

47,454

47,454

Restricted
funds

15 to 16 Total

0

15,698

6 Fund-raising costs		
Unrestricted
Restricted
15 to 16 Total
				 funds

Rent, utilities & bills			

2,532

3,317

5,850

2,250

Partner support
1,604			
Equipment (items under £500)		
3,057
478

324
677

1,928
4,212

1,487
7,709

1,869			

Volunteer support		

4,272

563

1,475

£

Publicity				

79

0

Summit & events				

4,050

Wages		

0

9,933

4,800

Books/materials/filmstock		

690		

4,136

28,000

Screenings/festivals		

373		

2,185

30,000

Centre maintenance/H&S/supplies		

8

13

263

5,000

Postage/phones/internet		

1,573

276

981

0

Print				

355

0

Stationery		

223

0

Insurance			

50,000

117,050
14 to 15 Total

14,364
14 to 15 Total
funds

		£

£

£

£

Materials/Justgiving		

0

244

54

26

£

10,068

					

244

£

10,309

		£
£
£
£
					
Sale of books/DVDs/services		

£

20,281

				
5 Sale of books/DVDs/services		
Unrestricted
		funds

£

Tutors & Freelance staff		

					
0

£

Depreciation (items over £500)		

4 Grants received in furtherance
of the charity’s objectives		
Unrestricted
		funds

Grants received in furtherance of the
charity’s objectives		

£

Brochures and DVD’s		
Costs of activities in furtherance
of the charity’s objectives

1,604

15,161

179

338

988		

250		
47,714

25,429

8 Volunteer centre costs		
Unrestricted
		funds
		£

1,869
40,658
6,310
79

1,869
47,156
10,303
0

0

4,898

29,894

35,298

4,825
2,558
284
2,831
355
740
988

2,127
0
821
3,542
1,192
474
32

1,565

1,815

143

30,447

105,194

119,301

Restricted
funds

15 to 16 Total

14 to 15 Total

£

£

£

Rent, utilities & bills		

7,227

4,054

11,281

12,595

Centre maintenance/H&S/supplies		

811

50

862

1,364

Insurance				

0

1,212

150

150

0

194		

194

0

12,487

15,171

Volunteer support			
Stationary		
Volunteer centre costs		

8,233

27

4,254

9 Managing and administrating the charity

		
Unrestricted
Restricted
15 to 16 Total
		funds
funds
		£

£

£

14 to 15 Total
£

Postage & phones		

380		

380

240

Printing		

631		

631

200

Other		

79		

79

0

1,090

440

Managing and administrating the charity		

1,090

10 Tangible fixed assets		
Unrestricted
		funds
		£

0
Restricted
funds

31 October		
2016

£

£

16,369

27,278

Cost				
As at 1st Nov 2015		

10,909

project WORLDbytes.

The nature and purpose of the restricted funds can be
summarised as follows:

The Trust for London have continued to fund the
charity to run its Citizen TV project WORLDbytes.

Bloomberg who assisted with the founding of
WORLDbytes have remained the charity’s key funder
for its Citizen TV project.

The Jack Petchey Foundation recognised WORLDwrite
as a member of its Gold scheme and provided a youth
achievement awards grant over the year. Awards are
given to nominated young volunteers at WORLDwrite,
who may decide how the charity uses the funds. The
charity was also received two project grants following
leaders’ awards and a special Crystal award to mark
the 15th anniversary of the foundation.

The Heritage Lottery Fund provided the second
installment of its key grant for WORLDwrite’s Every
Cook Can Govern: Documenting the life, works and
impact of CLR James, multi-media knowledge portal
and feature documentary project.
The Esmée Fairbairn Foundation has provided
continued grant support for WORLDwrite’s Citizen TV

12 Analysis of net assets between funds			

Additions				0

		Unrestricted
		funds

At 31 October 2016		

		
£
£
£

10,909

16,369

27,278

Depreciation				
As at 1st Nov 2015		

9,891

15,519

For the year ending 31 Oct 2016		

1,018

850

At 31 October 2016		

10,909

16,369

25,410

1,868		

0

0

£

0

£

Team London		

0

5,000

5,000

Jack Petchey awards		

358

3,000

3,158

Arsenal Foundation		

0

2400

2400

HLF Lottery Fund (C.L.R. James)		

7,408

7,000

14,408

Trust for London 		

693

18,000

18,693

UK Youth Generation Starbucks		
Ayn Rand		

0
0

1,000
8,054

1,000
0

Zurich		

0

3,000

3,000

£
0
200
0
0
0
0
8,054
0

					
Restricted funds		

8,458

28

47,454

47,658

Fixed assets		

0

0

0

Cash at bank		

10,643

8,254

18,898

		10,644

8,254

18,898

		
Unrestricted
Restricted
			funds

15 to 16
total

14 to 15
total

		
£
£
£

£

13.1 Staff costs

At 31 October 2015		
1,018
850
1,868
				
11 Restricted funds		
Balance at
Incoming
Resources
Balance
		1 November 2015
resourources
expended 31 October 2016
		£

Total
funds

13 Paid Employees

27,278

Net book value				
At 31 October 2016		

Restricted
funds

		
13.2 FTE in the year

40,674

15 to 16 FTE

14 to 15 FTE

1

1

Assistant Director

0.50

0

Volunteer Coordinator

0.25

.75

0

0.50

Producer

0.50

0

Peripatetic Tutors

0.50

0.50

0

0.25

2.75

3.00

Director

Admin & marketing assistant

Interns
Total FTE

8,254

29

29,878

70,552

82,454

Independent examiners report to the
trustees of WORLDwrite

Thank you

I report on the accounts of the charity WORLDwrite for the period 1 November 2015 to 31 October 2016 set out in

WORLDwrite would like to thank its key funders for
the invaluable support they have provided over the
past year, allowing the charity to maintain a consistent
high standard of work, expand its educational reach
and make an impact.

this report.

Respective responsibilities of the Trustees and Examiner
As the trustees of the international youth education project, a charity registered with the Charity Commission, you
are responsible for the preparation of the accounts: you consider that the audit requirements of section 43(2) of the
Charities Act 1993 (the Act) does not apply. It is my responsibility to state, on the basis of procedures specified in
the General Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 43(7)(b) of the Act, whether particular
matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners.
An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts
presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts,
and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning such matters. The procedures undertaken do not
provide all the evidence that would be required in the audit, and consequently, I do not express an audit opinion on
the view given by the accounts.
Independent examiner’s Statement

The charity would also like to congratulate the
hundreds of volunteers who have taken part in the
training provided, seen programmes through to fruition,
provided new insights and developed their own
understanding in the process.
A special thank you is due to the charity’s network of
friends in the UK and globally who have consistently
provided intellectual and financial resources and
continue to inspire the charity’s endeavours.
Lastly, for some spectacular photographs thank you
to Anthony Fernandes, Tom Fenn, Chris Sharp. For
designing this annual report, thank you to Niall Crowley.

In connection with the examination, no matter has come to my attention:
(i) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements
- to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and
- to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with accounting requirements of
the Act have not been met; or
(ii) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to
be reached.

Signed					
on this day: 3rd February 2017
Jane Sandeman
Member of the Association of Certified Chartered Accountants
98 Beech Hall Road
London
E4 9NX
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Many thanks to all the individuals who sponsored, supported and
signed the charity’s People’s charter at the Barbican to uphold the
democratic will of the people in the spirit of the Chartists.

